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Biblical Scholar, Author, Public Speaker, 
P.O. Box 281734

Nashville, TN   37228

E-Mail:  sowithin@bellsouth.net

Education:
1989

Ph.D. Old Testament; Princeton Theological Seminary, Princeton, NJ.
Dissertation:  "Sexual Violence as an Image for Divine Retribution in Prophetic Writings."  (Honors)

1983

M.Div., Princeton Theological Seminary, Princeton, NJ.

1976

B.A., Wellesley College, Wellesley, MA.
Professional Experience:
2003-2005
William and Camille Olivia Hanks Cosby Endowed Professor in Humanities, Spelman College, Atlanta, GA. 
1987–2003
Associate Professor in Hebrew Bible, Vanderbilt Divinity School, Nashville, TN.

Teaching Experience (Graduate Level):

Old Testament

Preaching from the Old Testament

Introduction to New Testament

Introduction to Old Testament

Sex, Suffering and Evil in the Hebrew Bible

Wisdom Literature

The Prophets

Africa and Africans in the Bible

Women in the Bible

The Psalms

Agenda and Sexuality in the Bible

The Pentateuch

Theodicy

Selected Visiting Lectureships:
Ashland Theological Seminary (Spring 2008).  Taught Doctor of Ministry class DMB904: 

"The Black Church and the Bible: Preaching Liberation and Justice from the Major


Prophets" in Ashland Theological Seminary Doctor of Ministry in Black Church Studies

 program held at McCreary Center for African American Religious Studies.

Mercer University.  Harry Vaughn Smith Distinguished Visiting Professor of Christianity (Spring 2007).

Jeremiah 1:1-10:  Your Purpose in Life is to Figure Out Your Purpose in Life
Jeremiah 7:  Politics, Prayer, and prophets in Times of National Crises
Jeremiah 9:17-21:  Weeping, Wailing, and Recovering Women’s Voices in the Book of 
 Jeremiah
Iliff School of Theology (Summer 2006).  Taught class on “Women’s Ways of Preaching”.
Claremont School of Theology, Institute for Continuing Ministry Studies (Summer 2004).

Five-day continuing education course, July 19-23, 2004, “Prophets, Prophecy, and Preaching: Prophetic Preaching in Today's Pulpit”.
Selected Conferences/Seminars:
Yale Divinity School, New Haven, CT, Lyman Beecher Lectures (Oct. 2008)
Rochester University, Rochester, NY (April 2008) 

“Black Women/White Women: The Dilemma’s of Womanism and Feminism”

American Baptist College, Nashville, TN (April 2008)


“The Life of the Mind”

Yale University, New Haven, CT, Middle Passage Conversations on Black Religion


in the African Diaspora (April 2008)
Vanderbilt Institute for Public Policy Studies, Vanderbilt University, Nashville, TN,

Family Re-Union Conference on “Faith, Families & Foster Care (October 2007)

Maryville College, Keynote speaker for Bible Grant Speaker Series and taught Seminar class  

(REL 349) on the topic Women and Religion (October 2006).
Howard University, Washington, DC, Rankin Chapel, annual guest preacher and seminar 
facilitator (2000-present)

University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY, Keynote Speaker, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. city-wide 


Commemorative Celebration (2007)

Duke Divinity School, Durham, NC, Women’s Week Keynote Lecture (2006)

Fisk University, Nashville, TN, Baccalaureate speaker (2006)

Fund for Theological Education, Keynote Speaker, Trustees and Partners Banquet


(Nov. 2006)

Samuel DeWitt Proctor Institute, sponsored by Children’s Defense Fund, Bible Study (2007)
Wilberforce University, Wilberforce, OH, Baccalaureate speaker (2007, 2008)
Wellesley College, Keynote Speaker during “Wellesley Week” (2005)

Spelman College, Atlanta, GA, Baccalaureate speaker (2004)
Works in Progress

“I and II Chronicles,” for Biblia Africana: Reading the Bible from African and Black Diaspora Perspective  (ed., Hugh Page ). 
“Passing It On: Biblical Perspectives on Saving the Black Family” for The Black Church’s 11th Hour: The Promise of Our Ideals and the Realities of Our Time (eds., Stacey Floyd-Thomas and Forrest Harris. Under contract with Abingdon Press. 
Most Recent Articles

“Blacks and Religion: Sixty Years Later,” Ebony Magazine, 60 Year Anniversary Issue (November 2005).  Article on the state of Black religion in American since 1945.  Sixtieth anniversary commemorative issue of the No. 1 magazine for African Americans. 

“Sanctified and Suffering,” Essence Magazine (December 2004).  Article on Black Christian women and victimization.  Essence Magazine is the No. 1 Black women’s magazine.  Instead of allowing their religious beliefs to keep them tied to abusive, toxic relationships, black women are given advice on how to draw on their spiritual beliefs to lead whole, healthy lives.

Books

Just A Sister Away: A Womanist Vision of Women's Relationships in the Bible, (LuraMedia/InnisFree Press, 1987, 1st ed.).

I Asked for Intimacy: Stories of Blessings, Birthings and Betrayals, (LuraMedia/InnisFree Press, 1995).

Listening for God: A Minister's Journey through Silence and Doubt (Simon & Schuster, 1999).  Recipient of the 1999 Wilbur Award for Excellence from the Religious Communicators' Council “for excellence in communicating spiritual values to the secular media”. (Wilbur Awards are given by the RCC to outstanding media entries that feature religious issues, values and themes).
Showing Mary: How Women Can Share Prayers, Wisdom and the Blessinqs of God (Walk Worthy/Warner Books, 2002).

Just A Sister Away: A Womanist Vision of Women's Relationships in the Bible, updated with 4 new chapters (Walk Worthy/Warner Books, 2nd ed., 2005).

Media Appearances: 

Repeated Appearances in 2008 on National Public Radio’s “News and Notes” and “Tell Me More” discussing race and gender politics in the 2008 Presidential Primaries.  

 Guest Commentator on “Black Men, Black Women:  Stop the Violence”  2006 Radio Interview on the nationally syndicated Michael Baisden Radio Show of NY city (98.7 KISS FM). A Highly rated show that has been re-aired 3x already in 2006. 

2003 Panelist on: “FlashPoints USA with Bryant Gumbel and Gwen Ifill;  an innovative public affairs series from PBS that brought together both compelling examinations of the role of religion in politics, government and public life (produced by PBS).

2005 Panelist on “The Miracles of Jesus”; a docu-drama for BBC and Discovery (Aired December 2005 on the Discovery Channel). 

1999 Panelist on “The Good Book of Love: Sex in the Bible”  a  feature-length investigation of love and sex in the Bible featuring national scholars and commentators (produced by the A&E cable channel). 

1986 Panelist on “Genesis: A Living Conversation” convened by Bill Moyers in which scholars, actors, writers, and public thinkers are gathered together to discuss the meaning of the one  book of the bible that has an enormous impact on language, literature, imagination, and social conscience in Western civilization (produced by Boston PBS television station, WETA Channel 13). 

Professional Associations & Involvements
National Healthy Marriage Resource Center; Advisory Council Member

Board of Directors, Ujiima House; safe haven and intervention program for minority women in Middle Tennessee who are victims of domestic violence and/or sexual assault. 
ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS
Monographs & Books

Battered Love: Marriage, Sex, and Violence in the Prophets (Fortress Press; Overtures to Biblical Theology Series, 1995).

"Song of Songs: A Commentary" Interpreter's Bible Series; Vol. 5 (Abingdon, 1997).

"Epiphany" in New Proclamation Year C, 2000-2001 (ed.,, Marshall D. Johnson; Fortress, 1999).

“Jeremiah: A Commentary” Global Bible Commentary (Abingdon, 2004). 

Scholarly Articles

“A Critical Response to Pat Schechter's ‘A Vision of Feminist Religion Scholarship’," in Journal of Feminist Studies in Religion 31 (Spring, 1987).

"Racism in the Women's Movement: Critique of Barbara Andolsen's Daughters of Jefferson, Daughters of Bootblacks," in Journal of Feminist Studies in Religion 4/1 (Spring, 1988).

"Hosea 2:4-25: Gomer: Victim of Violence or Victim of Metaphor?" in Semeia 47 (1989): "Interpretation for Liberation" (ed., Elisabeth Schussler Fiorenza).

"Do You See What I See?: Diversity in Interpretation?" in Church & Society (September/October 1991).

"Reading Her Way Through the Struggle: African-American Women and the Bible." in Stony The Road We Trod: African American Biblical Interpretation, ed., Cain H. Felder, (Fortress Press, May 1991).

"Commentary on Song of Songs," in The Woman Bible Commentary, eds. Carol Newsom and Sharon Ringe (John Knox/Westminster Press, May, 1992).

“The Hebrew Women Are Not Like the Egyptian Women: Race, Gender, and Reproduction in Exodus 1 " in Semeia 59 (1993): "Ideological Criticism of the Bible" (ed., David Jobling).

"Womanist Reflections on Biblical Hermeneutics," in Black Theology: A Documentary History, vol. 2:1980-1992, eds., James H. Cone and Gayraud Wilmore (Orbis Press, 1993).

“Re-Reading For Liberation: African American Women and the Bible,” in Feminist Interpretation of the Bible and the Hermeutics of Liberation (JSOT Supplement Series 374), Silvia Schroer and Sophia Bietenhard (Sheffield Academic Press, 2003) 19-32.

“Huldah, the Prophet: Reading a (Deuteronomistic) Woman’s Identity” in A God So Near: Essays on Old Testament Theology in Honor of Patrick D. Miller, eds. Brent A Strawn and Nancy R. Bowen ( Eisenbrauns, 2003) 321-340.
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