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Attachment
Overview of Institution
Hendrix College, a private, undergraduate institution of the liberal arts related to the United Methodist Church, offers distinguished academic programs in a residential, coeducational setting. As a collegiate community, Hendrix is dedicated to the cultivation of whole persons through the transmission of knowledge, the refinement of intellect, the development of character, and the encouragement of a concern for worthy values. In these ways Hendrix prepares its graduates for lives of service and fulfillment in their communities and the world. 

Toward the accomplishment of this purpose, the college offers curricular and co-curricular programs affording students the opportunity 

	
	to investigate and appreciate the richly diverse cultural, intellectual, and linguistic traditions shaping the contemporary world;
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	to examine critically and understand the intellectual traditions woven into the history of Western thought;
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	to develop skill and effectiveness in the use of language, the analysis of information, and the communication of knowledge;
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	to explore and connect the content and methods of the humanities, natural sciences, and social sciences;
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	to participate in depth in a specific field of study, acquiring a body of knowledge appropriate to that discipline, putting to use its methods for the discovery of new knowledge, appreciating its historical development, and grasping its implications for the broader culture.


Hendrix thereby intends to cultivate among students: 
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	enduring intellectual curiosity and love of knowledge; 

	[image: image6.png]



	aesthetic sensibilities and delight in beauty;
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	powers of ethical deliberation and empathy for others;
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	discernment of the social, spiritual, and ecological needs of our time;

	[image: image9.png]



	a sense of responsibility for leadership and service in response to those needs;
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	recreational dispositions complementing a full flourishing of the human potential.


The college is located in the foothills of the Ozark Mountains in a rapidly growing city called Conway, Arkansas.  The college is divided into three areas - Humanities, Natural Sciences, and Social Sciences - with each area headed by an area chairperson.  The Education Department is one of several departments in the Social Sciences area.  The chairperson of the Education Department reports to the Social Sciences area chairperson.  The Social Sciences area chairperson reports directly to the Provost of the College.  The Department of Education also includes the Teacher Education Committee, which is chaired by the Education Department Chair and includes members from all areas of the college, public school members, and Hendrix College education students. All program changes go through the Department of Education to the Teacher Education Committee.

Overview of Education Program
The Hendrix College Department of Education believes that a liberal arts education will produce knowledgeable, thinking human beings and provide a sound background for a professional educator.  This basic belief has led the Department of Education to adopt a constructivist philosophy for its teacher education program.  This knowledge base has been in existence since 1992, and the flexibility that constructivism gives to the teacher education licensure candidate makes it appear to be timeless in its longevity.

The constructivist philosophy is based on the “assumption that learners do not passively absorb knowledge but rather construct it from their experiences” (Asthenia, Journal of Teacher Education, Nov./Dec., 1992, p. 322).  The passive absorption of knowledge refers to the traditional practices of teaching and learning where rote learning is emphasized.

It should be noted that the constructivist approach does not abandon existing knowledge.  Knowledge is constructed by the learner based upon personal experiences, beliefs, and preexisting mental structures.  Actually, constructivist learning experiences take into account students’ existing knowledge and provide opportunities for students to develop new knowledge by fitting it into, revising, or replacing an existing framework of knowledge.  The constructivist approach gives students the opportunity to construct knowledge for themselves, on their terms, so that they can act to form meaningful mental pictures of understanding.  Constructivism, therefore, includes “the consolidation and internalization of information, by the learner, in a way that is both personally meaningful and conceptually coherent” (Caine & Caine, Teaching and the Human Brain, 1991, p.147).

The Hendrix Teacher Education Program accepts its responsibility to assist each student enrolled in its program to reach the College objectives stated above. In addition, the Hendrix Teacher Education Program uses the 22 objectives of the Arkansas Teacher Excellence and Support System (TESS) as the program goals in which each licensure candidate must demonstrate competency.
