
Music
The music program at Hendrix is designed to appeal to a wide range of  students of  differing academic 
interests.  Within the context of  a liberal arts education, the curriculum for the music major prepares 
students for graduate programs and professional pursuits both in music and in other fields.  The music 
program also offers many opportunities for the non-major through private lessons, ensembles and music 
courses.  Each year, 15 percent of  Hendrix students participate in some form of  music ensemble or 
private instruction, while many others enroll in music courses.   

THE MAJOR
   The course requirements for the music major include Introduction 

to Music Studies, four semesters of  music theory, two semesters 
of  music history, the Senior Seminar, applied lessons in the chosen 
performance area, and participation in the appropriate ensemble.  
Other courses such as Conducting, Composition, Introduction to 
Opera, and special topics classes are offered on a yearly basis and 
provide students with an opportunity to enhance the basic music 
program.

   The music minor may be pursued in conjunction with any major 
at Hendrix and requires completion of  Introduction to Music Studies, 
two semesters of  music theory, one semester of  music history or 
literature, one course of  applied study in your area, and one elective 
course in music (i.e. composition, ensemble, etc.).

SCHOLARSHIPS
   Four-year music scholarships ranging from $500 (non-majors) to 

$5,000 (majors) are awarded to entering students on a competitive basis 
by audition.  Two pieces of  a contrasting style, as well as sightreading, 
constitute the typical audition.  A letter of  recommendation from a 
music teacher is also needed.  

LESSONS 
   Lessons are available to any Hendrix student on all instruments 

from an experienced instructor. There is a nominal charge.

The Hendrix Music Program

 The Department of 
Music, the Hendrix College 
Special Events series, 
and the Hendrix Murphy 
Foundation have, in recent 
years, brought numerous 
musical programs to the 
campus, including the 
Cavani String Quartet, 
the Arkansas Symphony 
and String Quartet, the 
Oklahoma Symphony, the 
Preservation Hall Jazz Band, 
Susan Dunn, Ernie Watts, 
organist David Higgs, and 
composers Samuel Adler and 
John Sharpley, to name a 
few.  Members of the music 
faculty regularly present solo 
and chamber recitals.  Little 
Rock’s proximity provides 
additional opportunities 
for students to attend and 
perform in musical events.
 The department works 
with several ensembles 
throughout the year:

· Hendrix College Choir
· Hendrix College Wind 

Ensemble
· Hendrix College Chamber 

Orchestra
· Chamber Chorale
· Percussion Workshop
· Instrumental Ensembles
· Women’s Choir

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

· Chamber Players
· Jazz Ensemble
· Pep Band

Ensembles are open to all 
Hendrix students, and the 
majority of participants 
are not music majors.  
Ensembles perform regularly 
on campus and on tour 
throughout Arkansas and 
neighboring states. 
   Hendrix College is an 
accredited member of 
the National Association 
of Schools of Music.  
Departmental facilities 
include eight teaching 
studios, 15 practice rooms, 
two large rehearsal halls, and 
the 180-seat Reves Recital 
Hall.  Staples Auditorium is 
equipped with a 2-maual, 
40-rank Schantz organ and 
a nine-foot Steinway concert 
grand piano.  In addition, 
a new 33-rank Nichols and 
Simpson pipe organ stands 
in Greene Chapel.



Dr. Norman Boehm, Associate Professor (Piano, Theory, and Composition), Department Chair, D.M.A., 
Eastman School of  Music, 1987.  
 boehm@hendrix.edu

Dr. Nancy Fleming, Professor (Choral Ensembles and Music History), D.M.A., University of  Illinois, 1986.
 fleming@hendrix.edu

Dr. Karen Griebling, Professor (Strings, Theory, and Composition), D.M.A., University of  Texas, 1986.
 griebling@hendrix.edu

Dr. Carole Herrick, Professor (High Brass and Wind Ensembles), Ph.D., University of  North Texas, 1981.
 herrick@hendrix.edu

Dr. John Krebs, Associate Professor (Piano, Accompanying, and Opera), D.M.A., University of  Maryland, 
1991. 
 krebs@hendrix.edu

Dr. Karen Fannin, Assistant Professor (Low Brass and Wind Ensembles), Ph. D, Texas Tech University, 
2001.
 fannin@hendrix.edu

LOOK TO THE FUTURE

In recent years, Hendrix music graduates have attended graduate 
and professional school at the following institutions:

Cincinnati College Conservatory of  Music
University of  Texas at Austin
Southern Methodist University
Indiana University
University of  Illinois
University of  Michigan
University of  Maryland

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

 Music students have used their Hendrix degrees 
as preparation for graduate programs both in music 
and in other areas such as law and business.  Music 
graduates are engaged in professional activities and 
careers in performance, music therapy, college and 
secondary education, church music, and non-musical 
fields such as business and computing.  

Faculty

“I love being in the music program at Hendrix because it 
allows me the opportunity to keep making music and be 

with friends with like interests.  I am able to participate in 
as much or as little as I am able.  Being a chemistry major 

at Hendrix requires a significant amount of  study and 
class time.  Rehearsing and performing music provides an 

outlet which balances the rigor of  my academic program.  I 
think being in music at Hendrix is a lot of  fun.”

  -Christina Barnes ’05
President’s Medal Recipient


