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Assessment Activities that Foster Equitable Student Learning and Success 
1. Explicit learning outcomes - Concrete, clear proficiencies students are to achieve -- reference points for 

student performance 
2. Aligned outcomes and practices – Course to Program to Institutional -  
3. Backward design – operationalize goals, or standards in terms of assessment evidence at the beginning 
4. Transparent alignment of outcomes to assignments using authentic measures of student learning 

(rubrics, classroom-based performance assessments, capstones, co-curricular learning) 
 
The Backward Design approach consists of three phases: 
identify the desired outcomes; determine the acceptable 
criteria for evaluating students’ progress; and plan the 
instructional methodologies. (Wiggins & McTighe, 2005, 
Understanding by Design) 
 
 

Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs):   
Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) are specific, measurable 
statements that use action verbs to articulate the knowledge, 
skills, and perceptions students should gain or improve 
through engagement in the academic program or learning 
experience.   
 

SLO Guiding Questions:  
1. Describes what students should represent, demonstrate, or 

produce? 
2. Relies on active verbs? 
3. Aligns with collective intentions translated into curriculum 

& co-curriculum? 
4. Maps to curriculum, co-curriculum, educational practices? 
5. Is collaboratively authored & collectively accepted? 
6. Can be assessed quantitatively and/or qualitatively? 

 
Formula for Writing a Student Learning Outcome 

 
As a result of participating in ____________ students will ________________________. 

 
SWiBAT (Student Will Be Able To) + Active verb (Bloom’s taxonomy: analyze, create, synthesize) + Condition (as a result 
of) + Measurement (as measured by or as demonstrated by …) +                                        When (at what timeline)  
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

Action Verbs and Examples from Bloom’s Taxonomy 
 

Winkelmas, et.al., 2016 Report Transparent Assignment Design Template 
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EXAMPLES: Less Transparent 
Sample A


	NILOA Assignment one-pager updated_9.18.17.pdf
	Combined total handout.pdf
	phWASC handout 2017 Higher Education Quality2.pdf
	Indy handout.pdf
	session overview handout.pdf




