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LBST 150: The Engaged Citizen

I. The Freshman Experience

The Engaged Citizen — one course.

The Engaged Citizen is a one-semester course required of all first year students entering
Hendrix College. The theme of the “Engaged Citizen” combines the spirit of Hendrix’s Odyssey
program with the college’s stated purpose of preparing “its graduates for lives of service and
fulfillment in their communities and the world.” From philosophers and physicists to artists and
anthropologists, we all approach questions about what it means to be involved in our
communities, whether locally or globally, in different ways. This course seeks to illuminate the
multiplicity of possible interpretations of engaging as a citizen through interdisciplinary team
teaching, in which pairs of faculty from across the institution come together to form dyads and
explore a sub-topic from different methodological "ways of knowing." The varying disciplinary
and individual approaches to this theme are intended to provoke discussion and reflection on this
topic both within the dyads and throughout the Hendrix community. The course includes an
introductory, hands-on activity that engages academic material in or outside the classroom and is
tied to the content of the course.

Learning Goals
All dyads share a common set of learning goals:
1. The ability to comprehend and appreciate a set of complex issues relevant to being
engaged citizens.
2. The ability to make connections between the evidence and methods from two distinct
disciplines in order to formulate arguments about engaged citizenship.
3. The ability to express those arguments clearly in writing and discussion.
4. The ability to engage in and reflect on experiential learning that connects directly to the
classroom experience, preparing the students for vibrant Odyssey experiences later in
their Hendrix careers.

Shared Course Parameters

There are four shared components, which faculty are free to interpret as they choose:

1) At least one formal writing assignment for each professor

2) An engaged learning activity (Introductory, hands-on activity that engages academic material
in or outside the classroom and is tied to the content of the course)

3) Reflection upon the engaged learning activity

4) A summative experience during finals week (at the scheduled final time); can be an exam,
presentations, group event, etc.

There will be no more than 30 students per dyad, divided into 2 groups of 15. Each faculty
member teaches one group of 15 for half the course and the other group of 15 for the other half.



This time can be divided as the dyad professors see fit, and can include some time when the dyad
meets as a whole, but the course should be organized so that students regularly work in groups of
15 or fewer students.

Plans for Gathering Information:

Learning Goal 1: Engaged Citizenship.
Direct assessment: TEC instructor rubric line 1.
Indirect assessment: Student feedback questions 3a and 3b, and 4; Senior Exit Survey question.

Learning Goal 2: Interdisciplinarity.

Direct assessment: TEC instructor rubric line 2.

Indirect assessment: Student feedback questions la, 1b, and 1¢ and 2; Senior Exit Survey
question.

Learning Goal 3: Communication.
Direct assessment: TEC instructor rubric line 3.
Indirect assessment: Student feedback questions 7a, 7b, and 7c; Senior Exit Survey question.

Learning Goal 4: Experiential Learning.
Direct assessment: TEC instructor rubric line 4.
Indirect assessment: Student feedback questions 5a and 5b and 6; Senior Exit Survey question.

The TEC Working Group also solicits feedback from Faculty on our workshops and uses our
workshop discussions as opportunities for assessment.

Assessment Plan:

Every year the TEC Working Group compiles data from the Faculty Assessment Rubrics and the
Student Evaluations to determine what aspect of our learning goals should be focused on in the
Faculty Workshops. The TEC Working Group shapes Workshop Agendas based on these results.
They also close the assessment loop by reporting the data to participating faculty at the May
Workshop. At the same time, the TEC Working Group uses faculty participants’ feedback to
assess the success of the Workshops.



TEC Direct Assessment

Course Subtitle:
Semester/Date:

Number of Students in Class:
Instructors:

In the blank white boxes below, please type the number of students in your class whose performance relative to each learning goal is described in the
box directly above. Note that you should not have students in the dark boxes on the left of this spreadsheet.

TEC will set the stage for

TEC Learning Goals
Hendri TEC Learning Goals

High Achieving

Demonstrates a sophisticated
understanding of the
complexity of elements that
contribute to engaged
citizenship in a manner that
transcends the course itself.

The ability to comprehend
and appreciate a set of

being engaged

Competent

Clearly understands the
complex array of elements
regarding engaged citizenship
as relates to the topic of a
particular TEC course.

Needs Improvement

Is able to define some issues
relevant to engaged
citizenship, but does not fully
explore the complexities
examined in the course.

Unsatisfactory

Exhibits understanding of
individual elements of engaged
citizenship in the context of thel
course, but from a narrow
perspective.

Independently synthesizes the
content and methods from

The ability to make
connecti between the
evidence and methods from [AITSEIRUNG T
two distinct disciplines in  FUsNEE 1l

Independently connects
content and methods from
different disciplines to

order to formulate
arguments about engaged
citizenship.

arguments about engaged
citizenship that franscend the
course content.

explore ar
about engaged citizenship in
the context of the course.

Identifies the ways that two
distinct ways of knowing
approach the subject, and
makes some limited
comparisons and connections
between them in the context
of the course.

‘When prompted, recalls some
evidence and methods from
two disciplines, but is unable to
make connections across
ways of knowing in a
consistent manner.

In BOTH written and oral
communication, consistently
organizes arguments
thoughtfully, grounds
arguments in appropriate

The ability to expre
guments clearly in

evidence, uses

In BOTH written and oral

exhibits a
majority of the elements of
effective communication

ding arguments, but
shows weakness in certain

1 dq

language to express a precise
and memorable central idea.

organization, language choice,
and expression of a central
idea.

Shows fluency in expressing
arguments regarding course
content in EITHER oral or in
written form OR, in both
areas, shows a need for
improvement in a majority of
the key areas.

In BOTH oral and written
communication, lacks the
ability to organize arguments
effectively, is unable to access
compelling language in
presenting that material, and
tends toward vague and rote
communication about the
material.

Provides an expansive

ge in and| enumeration of the ways that
the experiential learning
component puts classroom
knowledge into practice and
enhances that knowledge, and
has already begun to
thoughtfully design future
experiences based on this
introduction.

The ability to e

reflect on experiential
rning that connects

directly to the classroom

experience, preparing the
students for vibrant
yssey experiences later
Hendrix careers.

Thoughtfully participates in the

d learning
of the course and describes
how it connects to the

I experience, and
provides evidence of some

of future

experiences.

Participates in the engaged
learning component of the
course and describes some
connections to the classroom
experience, but does not
provide evidence of further
reflection.

‘When prompted, reflects on
the experiential learning
component of the course, but
without connection to the
course’s content.

Descriptive Evidence of Performance: Please check all data used to complete this form. Feel free to add to the list. Multiple measures must be used.

[ Grades

Other (please list):

] Papers

[] Presentations

[ Exams



Student Feedback Questions

1 - Please indicate the one response for each item that most closely describes the feeling you
have had generally or most of the time concerning this course.

Omit any items which are not applicable, or which you do not feel qualified to answer.

This course increased my awareness of the evidence and methods from two distinct disciplines.
This course caused me to make connections between these two distinct disciplines.

Having two professors teach this course enhanced my learning.

2 - In what way, if any, have the two disciplinary approaches affected your understanding of the
theme of this course? Briefly explain.

3 - Please indicate the one response for each item that most closely describes the feeling you
have had generally or most of the time concerning this course.

Omit any items which are not applicable, or which you do not feel qualified to answer.

This course led me to examine the concept of engaged citizenship.

The course content led me to explore my future role as an engaged citizen.

4 - In what way, if any, has this course informed your understanding of engaged citizenship?
Briefly explain.

5 - Please indicate the one response for each item that most closely describes the feeling you
have had generally or most of the time concerning this course.

Omit any items which are not applicable, or which you do not feel qualified to answer.

The experiential learning component had clear goals that related to the theme of the engaged
citizen.

The experiential learning component connected to the classroom experience.

6 - One goal of this course is to develop “the ability to engage in and reflect on experiential
learning that connects directly to the classroom experience,

preparing the students for vibrant Odyssey experiences later in their Hendrix careers.” In what
way, if any, did this course promote that goal?

7 - Please indicate the one response for each item that most closely describes the feeling you
have had generally or most of the time concerning this course.

Omit any items which are not applicable, or which you do not feel qualified to answer.

As aresult of this course, I have strengthened my ability to express arguments in writing.
As a result of this course, I have strengthened my ability to express arguments in discussion.
This course contributed to the development of my academic skills.



