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This course is part of a two-course sequence in International Relations, focusing on the historical development of the states-system and international society since the middle of the 17th century. Recent research has pointed to the existence of states-systems that included features of contemporary international relations (e.g., diplomacy, arbitration, war and settlement) that pre-date the modern international system. However, the contemporary states-system is the only one that has been able to achieve global universality. For more than thirty years, debate about the future of the contemporary states-system in an age of “globalization” have pondered whether the state is “withering away” with the softening of hard territorial boundaries as a result of growing economic and political interpenetration and integration. Some see the diffusion of political and economic power and influence as signs of a neo-medieval future. Others see the states system as adaptable yet here to stay. 

By studying the development of the contemporary system, through its institutionalized practices (sovereignty, international law, diplomacy, the “Great Powers,” alliances, war and peace), we can equip ourselves with the tools we need to assess contemporary international relations, as well as think about possible futures.
Course Objectives
Throughout the term, students should be able to demonstrate fundamental understanding of the following:

· The interplay between the international institutionalization of territorial sovereignty and the development of sovereignty within the state (the “inside/outside” interplay).
· Changes in institutions such as diplomacy, international law, and war over time

· The tension between national particularism (sovereignty, nationalism, “cultural relativism” and universality (international law, sovereign equality, universal values such as human rights

· Particular historical periods and the key events that shaped state behavior during a particular time, and how those events led to changes in practices in the future 

Books
We will be using the following books (available at the bookstore):

· John Lewis Gaddis, The Cold War: A New History. New York, Penguin, 2005

· Eric Hobsbawm, The Age of Extremes: A History of the World, 1914-1991. New York: Vintage, 1994.

· Henry Kissinger, Diplomacy. New York: Simon & Schuster, 1994

· Margaret MacMillan, Paris 1919: Six Months that Changed the World. New York: Random House, 2003.

· Stephen C. Schlesinger, Act of Creation: The Founding of the United Nations. Boulder, CO: Westview, 2003.

We will also be reading a number of chapters and articles that are available through the Educator site for this course. These readings are marked in the syllabus with “(E).” Readings listed in italics are recommended for background material and more in-depth treatment of a topic.
Assignments and Grading
Assignments (4): 40% (5, 5, 15, 15% each)

Mid-Term Exam: 20%

Final Exam: 30%

Participation: 10%

Attendance and Participation
The participation portion of the grade is based on how well you are prepared for class discussion. Attendance is not part of the participation grade. I will be taking attendance and will allow three unexcused absences without penalty. For each unexcused absence thereafter, your final grade will be reduced by 2%. If you have a valid reason for missing class, you must notify me before class meets, and provide documentation for the absence.

Grade Scale

As you know, Hendrix uses the straight letter grading system for final grades (no plusses or minuses). Nevertheless, this is the scale I use when grading assignments and exams. This scale makes the participation grade that much important. Many times a student who is border-line A/B gets bumped up (or not) based on the participation grade. 
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Writing Assignments

I grade writing assignments based on the following elements: completing the assignment as instructed; use of readings and lectures to explore the questions posed; accuracy; argumentative content; and spelling, grammar and style. To wit:

· A “D” paper does not complete the assignment (i.e., fails to answer all parts of the question), does not apply the course materials to the question (suggesting that the student has not kept up with the readings), is inaccurate, makes poorly stated arguments, and has numerous spelling, grammatical, and stylistic errors.

· A “C” paper completes all parts of the assignment, but struggles to link the answer/discussion to the course materials; is not clear in terms of accuracy, or makes shaky arguments based more on personal feelings and opinions rather than drawing from the student’s knowledge base. There are often several spelling, grammatical and stylistic problems.

· A “B” paper completes the assignment and does a good job linking the discussion to the course materials. Arguments are accurate, sound and based on the student’s knowledge base. There are few spelling, grammatical, or stylistic mistakes or problems.

· An “A” paper does everything the “B” paper does, but goes beyond that standard by reflecting thoughtfully on the meanings behind the questions posed and how they tie into the course materials. It is accurate and insightful, and poses its own questions of the materials, suggesting some possible answers. The writing is polished and there are no significant mistakes in spelling, grammar or style.
Students with Disabilities
It is the policy of Hendrix College to accommodate students with disabilities, pursuant to federal and state law. Any student who needs accommodation in relation to a recognized disability should inform the instructor at the beginning of the course.  In order to receive accommodations, students with disabilities are required to contact Julie Brown in Academic Support Services at 501-505-2954.
Course Schedule
Week 1: Introduction
8/22
· No Reading
8/24: No Class
· Buzan & Little, “Units in the Modern International System” (E)

· Assignment 1 due 8/27

Week 2: Rise of the State – Westphalia
8/27
· Kennedy, “The Hapsburg Bid for Mastery, 1519-1659” (E)
8/29
· Kennedy, “Finance, Geography, and the Winning of Wars, 1660-1815” (E)
· Kissinger, Diplomacy Chapter 3, “From Universality to Equilibrium”
8/31: No Class
· Assignment 2 due 9/5

Week 3: Revolution, War, and the Concert of Europe
9/3: No Class (Labor Day)
9/5
· Hobsbawm, “War” (E)

· Hobsbawm, “Peace” (E)
· Elrod, “The Concert of Europe” (E)

· Kissinger, Diplomacy Chapter 4 “The Concert of Europe”
· Sofka, “Metternich’s Theory of European Order” (E)
9/7
Week 4: The Long 19th Century
9/10
· Kissinger, Diplomacy Chapter 5 “Two Revolutionaries”
· Hobsbawm, “Conflicts and War” (E)

· Hobsbawm, “Building Nations” (E)

9/12
· Kissinger, Diplomacy Chapter 6 “Realpolitik Turns on Itself”
· Hobsbawm, “Waving Flags: Nations and Nationalism” (E)

· Hobsbawm, “The Age of Empire” (E)
9/14
· Kissinger, Diplomacy Chapter 7 “A Political Doomsday Machine”

· Hobsbawm, “From Peace to War” (E)

Week 5: World War I
9/17
· Kissinger, Diplomacy Chapter 8 “Into the Vortex: The Military Doomsday Machine”
· Van Evera, “The Cult of the Offensive and the Origins of the First World War” (E)
9/19
· Hobsbawm, Age of Extremes, Chapters 1 and 2

· Assignment 3 due 9/24
9/21 (deadline to drop NG)
· MacMillan, Paris 1919: Introduction and Part I (Chapters 1-4)
Week 6: Versailles
9/24
· MacMillan, Paris 1919: Part II (Chapters 5-8)
9/26
· MacMillan, Paris 1919: Part III (Chapters 9-12)
9/28
· MacMillan, Paris 1919: Part IV (Chapters 13-16)

Week 7: Versailles
10/1

· MacMillan, Paris 1919: Part V (Chapters 17-20)
10/3
· MacMillan, Paris 1919: Part VI (Chapters 21-24)
10/5
· MacMillan, Paris 1919: Part VII (Chapters 25-29)
Week 8: Mid Term
10/8
· MacMillan, Paris 1919: Part VIII and Conclusion (Chapter 30 and Conclusion)

10/10
· Mid-Term Exam

10/12: No Class (Fall Break)
Week 9: The Twenty Years’ Crisis 
10/15
· Kissinger, Diplomacy Chapters 10 and 11
· Christensen, “Perceptions and Alliances in Europe” (E)

10/17
· Hobsbawm, Age of Extremes Chapters 3 and 4

10/19
· Kissinger, Diplomacy Chapters 12-14

· Lukacs, “The Coming of the Second World War” (E)

Week 10: End of World War II and the United Nations
10/22
· Kissinger, Diplomacy Chapter 16
· Schlesinger, Act of Creation Chapters 1-3

10/24
· Schlesinger, Act of Creation Chapters 4-6
10/26
· Schlesinger, Act of Creation Chapters 7-9
Week 11: The United Nations
10/29
· Schlesinger, Act of Creation Chapters 10-13
10/31
· Schlesinger, Act of Creation Chapters 14-16, Epilogue
· Assignment 4 due 11/5
11/2 (last day to drop course)
· Hobsbawm, Age of Extremes Chapter 8
Week 12: Cold War Begins
11/5
· Young & Kent, “Tensions in the Grand Alliance and the Growing Confrontation, 1947-1947” (E)
11/7
· Young & Kent, “Two Worlds East and West, 1945-1948” (E)
11/9
· Young & Kent, “The Cold War Intensifies, Containment Superseded, 1948-1953” (E)
Week 13: The Cold War and the Developing World
11/12
· Hobsbawm, Age of Extremes Chapter 12
11/14
· Young & Kent, “Empire, Cold War, and Decolonization, 1945-1953” (E)
11/16
· Hobsbawm, Age of Extremes Chapter 15
Week 14: End of the Cold War
11/19
· Hobsbawm, Age of Extremes Chapter 16
11/21: No Class—Thanksgiving Break
11/23: No Class—Thanksgiving Break
Week 15: The Cold War: A Reassessment?
11/26
· Gaddis, Chapters 1-3
11/28
· Gaddis, Chapters 4-5
11/30
· Gaddis, Chapters 6-7, Epilogue
Week 16
12/3
· Review/Wrap-up
Final Exam
· Friday, 12/7, 8:30 – 11:30am
Using Educator at Hendrix College

Your professor is using Educator this semester. The following information will help you

access your courses in the system:

1. Go to the following Internet address: http://classes.hendrix.edu 

2. The Hendrix Online Access page will appear. Key in your username (everything before the @ sign in your Hendrix e-mail address—example, student jonesxy@hendrix.edu would have a username of jonesxy in Educator).

3. If you have NOT used Educator before, your password will be changeme on the first login, and you will be prompted to change your password. NOTE: If you have used Educator in prior semesters, your password is still the same as when you last used the system.

4. An alternate way to get to the login page for Educator is to go to the Hendrix home page, and Educator is one of the choices in the Quick Links menu on the home page.

5. After successfully logging in, you will see all of your credit courses in Educator if your instructor has elected to use Educator. If you don’t see your class listed, the professor probably isn’t using it for the semester. Choose the course you want to enter and go into the course.

6. The Navigation bar at the left will have the features that your professor plans to use in your class. Each faculty member decides which features of the interface he/she wishes to use, and some courses/sublinks may not have materials in them.

7. Remember that all mail coming from your professor related to your course will be sent to your Hendrix e-mail account, so be sure to check that account on a regular basis.

8. Be sure to use the listing for technical support if you are having problems with Educator. Also, please Logoff (found in the Navigation bar at left) when your session is over, or close the browser window.

9. Karen Fraser is the Educator administrator for campus, and should you have problems logging in, please fill out the red and blue form that pops up when there is a failed login attempt. She will contact you or will reset your password in Educator.

10. If your professor is using Educator in class, please access your account in advance of assignments being due to ensure that you can login and get to your class online.
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