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For immediate release: September 5, 2008

Dramatic Reading of Award Winning Play at Hendrix:

Yum, Yum Yoghurt, Ulysses! 
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For immediate release: September 5, 2008
Dramatic Reading of Award-Winning Play at Hendrix College

A yoghurt shop, a retail mall, and discussions ranging from God and art to the meaning of life share the stage in an award-winning new play that will debut in a staged reading in mid-September at Hendrix College in Conway. The reading is part of the annual Playwright’s Theatre during which Hendrix students and alumni will present the play.

The reading of Yum, Yum Yoghurt, Ulysses! by Jason Burke Murphy of St. Louis, Missouri, winner of the 2007 Hendrix-Murphy Alumni Playwriting Contest, will be presented on Friday, September 12, at 7:30 p.m. in Cabe Theatre on the Hendrix College campus. The event is open to the public and free of admission. No tickets or reservations are required. The readings will be followed by a discussion and reception. 
Yum, Yum Yoghurt, Ulysses! takes two days in the life of two 1980s yoghurt shop workers in a mall and turns out to be a fragmented and funny look at existential comedy, the futility of insignificant jobs, and the characters’ place in the surrealistic universe known as the retail mall. 

Jason Burke Murphy, Hendrix class of 1993, originally from El Dorado, Arkansas, recently earned his doctorate in philosophy from St. Louis University. During his career at Hendrix, he acted in three productions with the Hendrix Players and participated in the Hendrix-in-Graz program in Austria where he greatly enjoyed the city’s dance, opera, and theater venues.  He has an essay, co-written with Todd Porter, class of 1993, in “Star Trek and Philosophy” that will debut later this year. He is married to Margaret Dyer, also class of 1993, and has a daughter, Nora Saoirse, class of 2026.

Hendrix Alumni are cast and crew

Other Hendrix alumni and students will be involved in all other aspects of the production as well. Jeff Benson of Dallas, Texas, will play Vernon and Philip Adams of Little Rock will play Eric. Other cast members include Suzanne Hughes of Sherwood; Brooks Caruthers of Little Rock; Pete Weber of Jacksonville; Laura Sessoms of New York; and Sarah Engeler Young, Nathan Hughes, and Robert Courtway, all of Conway.
Bobby Engeler-Young, class of 1993 and director of the Hendrix College Media Center, will direct the reading. Hendrix College Department of Theatre Arts and Dance faculty Danny Grace, Ann Muse, and Connie Campbell are also participating as co-sponsors of the event. Michael Goodbar, a senior theatre major from Little Rock, will be stage manager.

After the readings, Professor Muse will conduct an audience discussion session. A reception will follow the discussion in Mills Lobby.  

An annual staged reading series, Playwright’s Theatre evolved in 1999 from the annual Alumni and Student Playwriting Contests first sponsored by the Hendrix-Murphy Foundation in 1986. The program was designed to cultivate the skills of fledgling playwrights who are current or former Hendrix students. A professional playwright judges the competitions, one for students and the other for alumni. Playwright’s Theatre, founded by theatre faculty Danny Grace and Rosemary Henenberg, extends the efforts of the contest by enabling winners of the alumni contest to see their plays in staged readings that often involve both alumni and students as cast and production crew.
(more)

Following are brief descriptions of the backgrounds of the cast members.
Robert Courtway, Hendrix class of 1979, currently is a Security Analyst for the Arkansas Department of Information Systems and a weather forecaster for the Arkansas Air National Guard. He took part in several productions while at Hendrix and has been acting ever since. He lives in Conway with his wife, Mimi, whom he met while stationed in Korea and their two children, Jessica and Allen. 

Suzanne Hughes graduated from Hendrix in 1980 with a humanities degree with emphasis on vocal music and drama.  She has been involved in various theatre productions as well as chorus groups, including the Women’s Chorus of Dallas and One Achord. Currently, she lives and works in Sherwood where she is a supervisor with Cardinal Health.

Brooks Caruthers, Hendrix class of 1984, currently is a Library Assistant for the Central Arkansas Library System, Terry Branch, in Little Rock. He has had both plays and short stories published locally and nationally, as well as having created videos that have been shown in New 

York and Los Angeles, as well as Little Rock. In the past 12 years he wrote, directed, composed, and performed for Little Rock’s Red Octopus Theatre. To keep his connection with music, he has started The Not Festival, an experimental music and performance event. He lives in Little Rock with his wife Stephanie and daughters Audrey and Celeste.

Caruthers was also instrumental in forming the Alumni and Student Playwriting Contest at Hendrix in 1985, which led to the creation of Playwright’s Theatre as a venue to showcase the winning plays. 

Sarah Engeler-Young, winner of the 1993 Murphy Alumni Playwriting Contest, graduated from Hendrix with a sociology degree in 1991 and a theatre arts degree in 1993. She holds an M.A. in Theatre History and Criticism from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, where she and her husband, Bobby, acted in university productions, gardens, bars, and parking garages. Sarah was Instructor of Theatre History and Dramatic Theory for two courses in the Hendrix theatre arts department in 2003. She is now the Office and Building Manager for the Hendrix-Murphy Foundation, mother to Zelda Mars (aged nine), and enjoys writing haiku and staging doll melodramas in her spare time.  

Bobby Engeler-Young, Hendrix class of 1993, engages in cogent critiques of contemporary culture with his wife Sarah, and has been declared a “rotten egg” by his daughter, Zelda Mars, class of 2022, for consistently not getting there first. Bobby has worked for Hendrix in a variety of roles since 1998. He has been the director of the Media Center since 2001 and enjoys working with the full variety of technology users Hendrix has to offer. Bobby also is proud to have founded the Hendrix Dance Ensemble, sponsoring the first student dance concert in 1999 and supporting the program for six years; it is now an official part of the Department of Theatre Arts and Dance.

Pete Weber graduated from Hendrix in 1996 with a degree in religion.  He is currently the Associate Pastor at the Maumelle First United Methodist Church. A Fort Smith native, he grew up on the local stage, spending his early years performing at various venues.  While at Hendrix, he was involved in many productions either on stage or working with the set and light crew.  He has also done several voices for cartoons through Funimation Inc. of Fort Worth, Texas.

(more)
Nathan Hughes, Hendrix class of 1998, is currently living in Conway and is part owner of Gusano’s Chicago Style Pizzeria and Sports Bar.

Jeff Benson graduated from Hendrix in 2001 and then attended the Neighborhood Playhouse School of the Theater for a two year certification program. His professional career includes appearances in several films, television programs, and commercials including Law and Order: SVU and Kettle of Fish with Matthew Modine. In 2005, he returned to serve as assistant instructor at the Neighborhood Playhouse under guidance of C.C. Courtney, a world-renowned acting instructor. He currently lives in Dallas with his wife, Ellen.

Philip Adams graduated from Hendrix in 2004 and then worked as a technical director for the St. Louis Shakespeare Company. He returned to Arkansas where he taught Spanish in North Little Rock and worked as Service Manager for SO Restaurant & Bar. Most recently in the theatre, he played Petruchio in The Taming of the Shrew. Also, he worked as production assistant for Spring Fashion Week 2008 in New York and assisted the producer for Vampire Weekend’s music video, “Oxford Comma.”

Laura Sessoms graduated from Hendrix in 2004 with a degree in theatre arts. Upon graduation, Laura attended the Accademia dell’Arte in Arezzo, Italy. In 2007 she completed graduate training at New York’s famed Neighborhood Playhouse School of the Theatre. She currently resides in New York City and works as a freelance actor and designer. She is also the Associate Artistic Director of The Real Theatre Company. She can be seen in the upcoming major motion pictures Doubt and Julie & Julia as well as on WE TV’s My Fair Wedding.

This reading is sponsored by the Hendrix College Department of Theatre Arts and Dance and the Hendrix-Murphy Foundation Programs in Literature and Language, which are designed to enhance and enrich the study and teaching of literature and language at Hendrix College. For more information about this and future events, please contact Henryetta Vanaman, 501-450-4597 or vanaman@hendrix.edu. 

(end)
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