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For immediate release: September 11, 2008

Award-Winning Playwright David Henry Hwang to Lecture at Hendrix College 

Of all the young dramatists at work in America today, none is more audacious, imaginative, or gifted than David Henry Hwang… –New Yorker

Two-time Pulitzer Prize finalist playwright David Henry Hwang will be lecturing at Hendrix College on September 25 as the keynote speaker for the Hendrix-Murphy Foundation program series “West Meets East: The Global Influence of Asian Literature and Language.” 

His lecture, “The Silk Highway: Crossing the East-West Cultural Divide,” will take place on Thursday, September 25 at 7:30 p.m. in Staples Auditorium on the Hendrix College campus. A book signing and reception will follow. The event is free of admission and open to the public. 

Hwang is perhaps best known as the author of M. Butterfly, which received the 1988 Tony Award for Best Play. The play was also a finalist for the 1989 Pulitzer Prize in Drama and has been performed in over 48 countries thus far. The title of the play is an homage to Giacomo Puccini’s famous opera, Madame Butterfly, which deals with an American stationed in Japan and his young bride Cio-Cio San, a Japanese geisha.

The idea for M. Butterfly was taken from a real-life trial dealing with government intelligence and treason. The publishing house Bedford/St. Martin’s suggests that Butterfly takes a “fascinating true story of espionage and sexual misidentification and transforms it into a complex treatment of social, political, racial, cultural, and sexual issues that has dazzled both audiences and readers with its remarkable eroticism, insight, and beauty.”

Hwang’s newest play, Yellow Face (2007), which premiered in Los Angeles and subsequently moved off-Broadway, is a semi-autobiographical work dealing with racial issues in America. Yellow Face was nominated for the 2008 Pulitzer Prize in Drama. His other plays include FOB (a acronym for the term “fresh off the boat”), The Dance & the Railroad, Family Devotions, The House of Sleeping Beauties, Sound of a Voice, Bondage, Face Value, and Trying to Find Chinatown. 

In addition to his success as a playwright, Hwang has been a screenwriter and librettist, and has written the books for several musicals. Among his screenwriting accomplishments are Golden Gate, The Lost Empire (a four-hour NBC television miniseries), and Possession.  His next screenwriting works will be an adaptation of the novel Across the Nightingale Floor by Lian Hearn, and Thread of the Silkworm, by the late historian Iris Chang. In the world of opera, he is a frequent collaborator with minimalist composer Philip Glass. The two have worked together on three operas thus far: 1000 Airplanes on the Roof, The Voyage, and The Sound of a Voice.
Hwang is the recipient of several fellowships, including those from the National Endowment for the Arts, the Guggenheim and Rockefeller Foundations, the New York Foundation for the Arts, and the PEW Charitable Trust. In 1998, the oldest Asian-American theater company in the United States, East West Players, christened its new main stage “The David Henry Hwang Theatre.” In addition, Hwang was appointed to the President's Committee on the Arts and the Humanities by President Clinton in 1994 and served until 2001.

(more)

Hwang attended Stanford University, from which he received a B.A. in English in 1979. He also studied at the Yale School of Drama, and holds honorary degrees from Columbia College and The American Conservatory Theatre.  He lives in Brooklyn, New York, with his wife, actress Kathryn Layng, and their children, Noah David and Eva Veanne.

This event is sponsored by the Hendrix-Murphy Foundation Programs in Literature and Language, which are designed to enhance and enrich the study and teaching of literature and language at Hendrix College. Hwang's reading is co-sponsored by the English Department's Robert Drake Lectureship Fund, an endowment from the estate of the late former Murphy visitor Robert Drake. For more information about this and future events, please contact Henryetta Vanaman, 501-450-4597 or vanaman@hendrix.edu
(end)
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