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 “I think a lot of us feel torn between multiple identities: am I this, am I that? The truth is we're often made up of these competing influences. But that's not the shorthand that society works in. At times I struggle with that, but it's a great gift as a writer.” –Peter Ho Davies

Celebrated fiction author Peter Ho Davies will give a reading of his work at Hendrix College in Conway on October 9. His presentation will continue to explore this year’s Hendrix-Murphy theme, “West Meets East: The Global Influence of Asian Literature and Language.”

 “An Evening with Peter Ho Davies” will take place on Thursday, October 9, 2008, at 7:30 p.m., in Reves Recital Hall, Trieschmann Fine Arts Building, on the Hendrix College campus. A reception and book signing in Trieschmann Gallery will follow the reading. Both the reading and the reception are open to the public and free of admission. 

Davies is the author of two short story collections and one novel. His first collection, The Ugliest House in the World (1998), received the Oregon Book Award, the MacMillan Silver PEN Award, and the prestigious John Llewellen Prize. His second collection, Equal Love (2000), was a finalist for the L.A. Times Book Prize and named a New York Times Notable Book of the Year. He has received fellowships from the NEA and the Fine Arts Work Center in Provincetown, Massachusetts, and was the recipient of a Guggenheim Award in 2004 to complete work on his novel The Welsh Girl (2007).
“I published my first story when I was twenty-one and I didn’t publish my next story until I was twenty-six,” Davies said in an interview with the Virginia Quarterly Review in 2004. “This was for a variety of reasons, but one of them at least was that I was trying to write the same story again. Yet every effort to that end would seem to fall short. What I eventually learned was to stop trying to do the same thing. It helped me deal with that sense of competition with myself. So if the last story was very serious, why shouldn’t the next one be comic? By changing the framework, changing the terms of comparison, the stories become incommensurable.”
Davies has two bachelor’s degrees, one in Physics from Cambridge University and the other in English from Manchester University. He moved to the United States to attend the Master’s in Creative Writing program at Boston University, from which he graduated in 1993, and it was there that he met his future wife, American writer Lynne Raughley. They married in 1994.
Born in Coventry, England, to parents of Chinese and Welsh ancestry, he has lived in England and Singapore, and currently lives in Ann Arbor, Michigan, with his wife and his four-year-old son. He is an Associate Professor of English Language and Literature at the University of Michigan, where he is the director of the school’s Master of Fine Arts program in creative writing. 

This event is sponsored by the Hendrix-Murphy Foundation Programs in Literature and Language, which are designed to enhance and enrich the study and teaching of literature and language at Hendrix College. For more information about this and future events, please contact Henryetta Vanaman, 501-450-4597 or vanaman@hendrix.edu.
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