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How does U.S. foreign policy reflect “the national interest?” Of course, to determine that, we need to understand what “the national interest” might be. Is it power? Prestige? A reflection of principles that is uniquely “American”? Who decides what “the national interest” is, and who influences that vision?
This is a course that will look at the history, conduct, actors, institutions, and underlying principles of American foreign policy. 

Course Objectives
Throughout the term, students should be able to demonstrate fundamental understanding of the following:

· Foreign policy as a particular kind of policy

· How U.S. foreign policy intricately reflects domestic priorities and political struggles

· Key historical moments in the development U.S. foreign policy
· Competing “schools of thought” (esp. contemporary)

· Institutions and processes of policy making

· How history and institutions will shape the foreign policy challenges of the 21st century 
Books
We will be using the following books (available at the bookstore):

· Richard N. Haass, The Opportunity: America’s Moment to Alter History’s Course. New York: PublicAffairs, 2005. 

· Bruce W. Jentleson, American Foreign Policy: The Dynamics of Choice in the 21st Century (3rd edition). New York: W.W. Norton, 2007.

· Joyce P. Kaufman, A Concise History of U.S. Foreign Policy. New York: Rowman & Littlefield, 2006.

· Anne-Marie Slaughter, The Idea that is America: Keeping Faith with our Values in the 21st Century. New York: Basic Books, 2007.
We will also be reading a number of chapters and articles that are available through the Educator site for this course. These readings are marked in the syllabus with “(E).”

Assignments and Grading
· Assignments (5): 40% (5, 5, 10, 10, 10% each). Three of these will be writing out study questions. Two will be an extended look at two out of three issue (U.S. policy toward other world powers; 9/11, Iraq and the Middle East; Globalization). In order to complete assignments, please get set up an account at
http://www.wwnorton.com/college/polisci/forpol3/welcome.asp 
· Mid-Term Exam: 20%

· Final Exam or Paper: 30%

· Participation: 10%

Paper or Final Exam
Students may choose to write a 3,000 to 3,500 word paper on a topic of their choice instead of taking the final exam. If you chose this option, you must also adhere to the following schedule without exception. Failure to meet any of these deadlines means forfeiture of the paper option.
· Monday, September 10: Submit your paper proposal. In it, describe what question you want to answer, and what kinds of research you intend to do. You should also consider what methods and sources you will consider using. I will review these and give you feedback.

· Monday, September 24: Submit your revised proposal.

· Monday, October 15: Submit an outline of your paper, and a proposed bibliography.
· Monday, November 5: Submit an annotated bibliography

· Papers are due on Friday, November 30. 
Attendance and Participation
The participation portion of the grade is based on how well you are prepared for class discussion. Attendance is not part of the participation grade. I will be taking attendance and will allow three unexcused absences without penalty. For each unexcused absence thereafter, your final grade will be reduced by 2%. If you have a valid reason for missing class, you must notify me before class meets, and provide documentation for the absence.

Grade Scale

As you know, Hendrix uses the straight letter grading system for final grades (no plusses or minuses). Nevertheless, this is the scale I use when grading assignments and exams. This scale makes the participation grade that much important. Many times a student who is border-line A/B gets bumped up (or not) based on the participation grade. 
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Writing Assignments

I grade writing assignments based on the following elements: completing the assignment as instructed; use of readings and lectures to explore the questions posed; accuracy; argumentative content; and spelling, grammar and style. To wit:

· A “D” paper does not complete the assignment (i.e., fails to answer all parts of the question), does not apply the course materials to the question (suggesting that the student has not kept up with the readings), is inaccurate, makes poorly stated arguments, and has numerous spelling, grammatical, and stylistic errors.

· A “C” paper completes all parts of the assignment, but struggles to link the answer/discussion to the course materials; is not clear in terms of accuracy, or makes shaky arguments based more on personal feelings and opinions rather than drawing from the student’s knowledge base. There are often several spelling, grammatical and stylistic problems.

· A “B” paper completes the assignment and does a good job linking the discussion to the course materials. Arguments are accurate, sound and based on the student’s knowledge base. There are few spelling, grammatical, or stylistic mistakes or problems.

· An “A” paper does everything the “B” paper does, but goes beyond that standard by reflecting thoughtfully on the meanings behind the questions posed and how they tie into the course materials. It is accurate and insightful, and poses its own questions of the materials, suggesting some possible answers. The writing is polished and there are no significant mistakes in spelling, grammar or style.
Students with Disabilities
It is the policy of Hendrix College to accommodate students with disabilities, pursuant to federal and state law. Any student who needs accommodation in relation to a recognized disability should inform the instructor at the beginning of the course.  In order to receive accommodations, students with disabilities are required to contact Julie Brown in Academic Support Services at 501-505-2954.
Course Schedule
Week 1: Introduction
8/22: Introduction
8/24: No Class
· Jentleson, Chapter 1
· Assignment 1: Complete Study Questions for Jentleson, Chapter 1 (due by 5:00pm)
Week 2: Overview of the Politics of U.S. Foreign Policy
8/27
· Jentleson, Chapter 2

· Kauffman, Chapter 1
8/29
· Slaughter, Introduction & Chapter 1
8/31: No Class
· Assignment 2: Complete Study Questions 2, 4, 5, 10 and 12 for Chapter 2 (Jentleson) (Due by 5:00pm)
Week 3: The Idea that is America I
9/3: No Class
9/5
· Slaughter, Chapter 2
9/7
· Slaughter, Chapter 3
Week 4: The Idea that is America II
9/10
· Slaughter, Chapter 4
9/12
· Slaughter, Chapter 5
9/14
· Slaughter, Chapter 6
Week 5: The Idea III; History
9/17
· Slaughter, Chapter 7 & Conclusion
9/19
· Jentleson, Chapter 3
· Kauffman, Chapter 2

9/21 (deadline to drop NG)
· Kaufmann, Chapter 3
Week 6: History
9/24
· Kaufmann, Chapter 4
9/26
· Jentleson, Chapter 4

· Assignment 3: Complete any ten Study Questions for Chapter 4 (due by noon).
9/28
· Jentleson, Chapter 5 
Week 7: Mid-Term; the Institutions and Practices of U.S. Foreign Policy
10/1
· Mid-Term Review
10/3
· In-Class Mid-Term
10/5
· Rosati & Scott, “Presidential Power and Leadership” (E)
Week 8: The Institutions and Practices of U.S. Foreign Policy
10/8
· Rosati & Scott, “The Bureaucracy, Presidential Management, and the National Security Council” (E) 
10/10
· Rosati & Scott, “Understanding Bureaucracy: The State Department at Home and Abroad” (E)
10/12: No Class (Fall Break)
Week 9: Institutions and Practices of U.S. Foreign Policy
10/15
· Rosati & Scott, “The Intelligence Community” (E) 
10/17
· Rosati & Scott, “Decisionmaking Theory and Washington Politics” (E)
10/19
· Rosati & Scott, “Congress and Interbranch Politics” (E)
Week 10: Contemporary Challenges for U.S. Foreign Policy
10/22
· Jentleson, Chapter 6 (through p. 280)

10/24
· Jentleson, Chapter 7
10/26
· Jentleson, Chapter 8
Week 11: Humanitarian Intervention, Globalization, Democratization
10/29
· Jentleson, Chapter 9
10/31
· Jentleson, Chapter 10
11/2 (last day to drop course)
· Jentleson, Chapter 11
Week 12: Human Rights and U.S. Foreign Policy
11/5
· TBD
11/7
· TBD
11/9
· TBD
Week 13: Hegemony or Empire?
11/12
· TBD
11/14
· TBD
11/16
· TBD
Week 14: Hegemony or Empire?
11/19
· TBD
11/21 No Class—Thanksgiving Break
11/23 No Class—Thanksgiving Break
Week 15: The Opportunity
11/26
· Haass, Chapters 1-2
11/28
· Haass, Chapters 3-5
11/30
· Haass, Chapters 6-8
· Papers due

Week 16
12/3
· Review/Wrap-Up
Final Exam
· Tuesday, 12/11, 2:00 – 5:00pm
Using Educator at Hendrix College

Student Information Sheet

Your professor is using Educator this semester. The following information will help you access your courses in the system:

1. Go to the following Internet address: http://classes.hendrix.edu
2. The Hendrix Online Access page will appear. Key in your username (everything before the @ sign in your Hendrix e-mail address—example, student jonesxy@hendrix.edu would have a username of jonesxy in Educator).

3. If you have NOT used Educator before, your password will be changeme on the first login, and you will be prompted to change your password.  NOTE: If you have used Educator in prior semesters, your password is still the same as when you last used the system.

4. An alternate way to get to the login page for Educator is to go to the Hendrix home page, and Educator is one of the choices in the Quick Links menu on the home page.

5. After successfully logging in, you will see all of your credit courses in Educator if your instructor has elected to use Educator. If you don’t see your class listed, the professor probably isn’t using it for the semester.  Choose the course you want to enter and go into the course.

6. The Navigation bar at the left will have the features that your professor plans to use in your class. Each faculty member decides which features of the interface he/she wishes to use, and some courses/sublinks may not have materials in them.

7. Remember that all mail coming from your professor related to your course will be sent to your Hendrix e-mail account, so be sure to check that account on a regular basis.

8. Be sure to use the listing for technical support if you are having problems with Educator. Also, please Logoff (found in the Navigation bar at left) when your session is over, or close the browser window.

9. Karen Fraser is the Educator administrator for campus, and should you have problems logging in, please fill out the red and blue form that pops up when there is a failed login attempt. She will contact you or will reset your password in Educator.

10. Please access your account in advance of assignments being due to ensure that you can login and get to your class online.
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