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This is an introductory course in normative political theory. It is intended to expose students to a broad array of philosophical thinkers and the development of political thought in the West since the fourth century BCE. During the term, we will explore different perspectives on political values and institutions that continue to have relevance to our contemporary world—values such as freedom, liberty, justice, authority, power, and legitimacy. The field of political theory is concerned with exploring these values with reference to the social and political institutions in which and through which they are reflected and practiced, such as civil society, the market, and the state.
Chances are that many of you think you know nothing about political theory. Nevertheless, all of us try to examine and explain our world, and make judgments and opinions based on some set of beliefs or criteria. Those beliefs are laden with theoretical assumptions, although we may not be aware of them. One objective of this course is to examine and interrogate those assumptions and think about the political and social world in such a way that we can progress from merely capricious “opinion” to thoughtful reflection and reasonable conclusion.
The course will be a mixture of lecture and discussion. At least two sessions will be devoted entirely to discussion and reflection, which will give us an opportunity to take a rest from the reading and begin to draw comparisons between thinkers and themes.

Course Objectives
During the term, students will be expected to demonstrate the following: 

· Understanding key philosophers’ contributions to the fundamentals of political thought
· Understanding similarities and differences in methods of argumentation and approaches to political philosophy (epistemology)

· Understanding the historical development of philosophy about political institutions

· Ability to use theory to move from “opinion” to thought and reflection on historical and contemporary political practices
Books
We will be using the following two books:

· Steven M. Cahn, Political Philosophy: The Essential Texts. New York: Oxford University Press, 2005

· David Boucher and Paul Kelly (eds.), Political Thinkers from Socrates to the Present. New York, Oxford University Press, 2003

Some of you may already have, or be interested in purchasing, the complete texts of some of the selections we’ll be studying. If you want to know what has been excerpted for the Cahn book, please see me.
Assignments and Grading
Assignments (4): 40% (10% each)

Mid-Term Exam: 20%

Final Exam: 30%

Participation: 10%

Attendance and Participation
The participation portion of the grade is based on how well you are prepared for class discussion, as well as your level of participation in class discussions. Attendance is not part of the participation grade. I will be taking attendance and will allow three unexcused absences without penalty. For each unexcused absence thereafter, your final grade will be reduced by 2%. If you have a valid reason for missing class, you must notify me before class meets, and provide documentation for the absence.
Grade Scale

As you know, Hendrix uses the straight letter grading system for final grades (no plusses or minuses). Nevertheless, this is the scale I use when grading assignments and exams. This scale makes the participation grade that much important. Many times a student who is border-line A/B gets bumped up (or not) based on the participation grade. 
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Writing Assignments

I grade writing assignments based on the following elements: completing the assignment as instructed; use of readings and lectures to explore the questions posed; accuracy; argumentative content; and spelling, grammar and style. To wit:
· A “D” paper does not complete the assignment (i.e., fails to answer all parts of the question), does not apply the course materials to the question (suggesting that the student has not kept up with the readings), is inaccurate, makes poorly stated arguments, and has numerous spelling, grammatical, and stylistic errors.

· A “C” paper completes all parts of the assignment, but struggles to link the answer/discussion to the course materials; is not clear in terms of accuracy, or makes shaky arguments based more on personal feelings and opinions rather than drawing from the student’s knowledge base. There are often several spelling, grammatical and stylistic problems.

· A “B” paper completes the assignment and does a good job linking the discussion to the course materials. Arguments are accurate, sound and based on the student’s knowledge base. There are few spelling, grammatical, or stylistic mistakes or problems.

· An “A” paper does everything the “B” paper does, but goes beyond that standard by reflecting thoughtfully on the meanings behind the questions posed and how they tie into the course materials. It is accurate and insightful, and poses its own questions of the materials, suggesting some possible answers. The writing is polished and there are no significant mistakes in spelling, grammar or style.
Students with Disabilities
It is the policy of Hendrix College to accommodate students with disabilities, pursuant to federal and state law. Any student who needs accommodation in relation to a recognized disability should inform the instructor at the beginning of the course.  In order to receive accommodations, students with disabilities are required to contact Julie Brown in Academic Support Services at 501-505-2954.
Course Schedule
The following is a tentative schedule of readings for the semester. I will make adjustments as we move through the term. I may also add supplemental readings to the original texts.
Week 1
· August 21: Introduction

· August 23: No class
Week 2: Plato (Boucher & Kelly: pp. 30-33 (on Thrasymachus) & Chapter 4)
· August 28: Plato, Republic: Books I-V (Cahn 31-89); Assignment 1 due
· August 30: No class
Week 3: Plato/Socrates (Boucher & Kelly, Chapter 3)
· September 4: Republic Books VI-IX (Cahn 89-129); Assignment 2 due
· September 6: Defence of Socrates; Crito (Cahn 5-30)
Week 4: Aristotle (Boucher & Kelly, Chapter 5)
· September 11: Politics (Cahn 133-169)
· September 13: Class Discussion/Reflection; Assignment 3 due
Week 5: Machiavelli (Boucher & Kelly, Chapter 9)
· September 18: The Prince (Cahn 188-202)
· September 20: Discourses (Cahn 202-213)
Week 6: Hobbes (Boucher & Kelly, Chapter 10)
· September 25: Leviathan I (Cahn 217-231)
· September 27: Leviathan II (Cahn 231-242)
Week 7: Locke & Madison/Hamilton (Boucher & Kelly, Chapters 11 & 15)
· October 2: Locke, Second Treatise of Government (Cahn 246-273)
· October 4: Madison/Hamilton, Federalist Papers (Cahn 354-376); Boucher & Kelly, Ch. 15
Week 8: Mid-Term
· October 9: Mid-Term Exam
· October 11: Fall Break
Week 9: Rousseau & Smith (Boucher & Kelly, Ch. 14)
· October 16: Rousseau, On the Social Contract (Cahn 293-321)
· October 18: Smith, Wealth of Nations (Cahn 334-349)
Week 10: Hegel (Boucher & Kelly, Ch. 22)
· October 23: Avineri, “Modern Life and Social Reality” (E)
· October 25: Avineri, “Political Economy of Modern Society” (E)); Philosophy of History (Cahn 397-406)
Week 11: Marx & Engels (Boucher & Kelly, Chapters 23 & 24)
· October 30: Economic & Philosophic Manuscripts (Cahn 410-417)
· November 1: German Ideology (Cahn 417-423) 
Week 12: Marx & Engels
· November 6: Manifesto of the Communist Party (Cahn 423-434); A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy (Cahn 435-436)
· November 8: Discussion/Reflection; Assignment 4 due
Week 13: Mill (Boucher & Kelly, Chapter 19)
· November 13: On Liberty Chs. 1 & 2 (Cahn 438-463)
· November 15: On Liberty Chs. 3-5 (Cahn 463-472)
Week 14: Nozick
· November 20: Anarchy, State and Utopia (Cahn, 495-507)
· November 22: Thanksgiving Break
Week 15: Foucault (Boucher & Kelly, Chapter 29)
· November 27: Power/Knowledge (Cahn 511-524)
· November 29: Wrap-up
________________________________________________________________________

Final Exam: Thursday, December 6: 2:00 – 5:00pm
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