POLI 372 CHINA AND EAST ASIA – FALL 2007 (A4)
Ian King

Mills 216  450-1236

king@hendrix.edu
Office Hours: 12:30-3:00 pm, MWF:  2:45-3:30 pm, TTh & by appointment

Falling within the political subfield generally known as Comparative Politics or Area Studies, this course introduces students to the modern history and politics of the People’s Republic of China (the PRC) and a selection of other east and south-east Asian nations.  Emphasis on the PRC is standard for this course, not only because of its size and its historical and regional importance in Asia, but also because today China’s presence and influence in the global political-economic system appears to be dramatically increasing.  Indeed, for one reason or another much of the rest of the world, including the United States, seems to be obsessed with China’s “rise” whether for good or ill. A central aim of this course will be to make some rather more rational sense of this sometimes “paranoid” and “scare-mongering” obsession.
Normally, two or three other countries from the region are included in this course.  In the recent past Japan, Cambodia, both Koreas, and Vietnam have been selected.  This year, though, only Vietnam is looked at along with the PRC.  The reason for this is that some students in the class are taking it as part of their preparation for an Odyssey research trip to Vietnam to be undertaken in January, 2008.  Accordingly, I want to provide them with a more in-depth coverage of Vietnam than would be possible if I also included Japan and the Koreas, say.  While this arrangement will be of benefit for them, it does nonetheless come at the cost of not paying attention to very interesting countries like Japan.  Hopefully, as time permits, we will be able to at least bring discussion of other countries in East Asia into the mix as we proceed.

Books:  
Brocheaux, Pierre.  Ho Chi Minh: A Biography
Grasso, June et al.  Modernization and Revolution in China
Kynge, James.  China Shakes the World

Lamb, David.  Vietnam, Now

Pomfret, John.  Chinese Lessons

SarDesai, D.R.  Vietnam: Past and Present.  4th Edn.

Shirk, Susan.  China: Fragile Superpower
Code of Conduct:  Students are required to attend all scheduled class sessions and in-house examinations.  In-class behavior should be intellectually rigorous, critical yet respectful; it should also be non-disruptive to the learning rights of all (no lap-top computers open and switched on, cell phones turned off).  All standards of academic honesty as laid out in the Hendrix College Student Handbook must be followed at all times (no cheating or plagiarism, for instance).  Take-home assignments must be handed in on time; no exceptions except for demonstrable medical or personal emergency.  Despite these unfortunately necessary admonitions, I hope we can still have fun and good cheer as we learn together.
Class Schedule:

Aug 22

      First day of class: overview.

24 Modernization and Revolution in China: Chs. 1-2 

27

      MRC: Chs. 3-4

29

      MRC: Chs. 5-6

31

      MRC: Chs. 7-8

Sep 5

      MRC: Chs. 9-10

7

      MRC: Chs. 11-12

10

      China: Fragile Superpower: Chs. 1-2
12

      CFS: Ch. 3

14

      CFS: Chs. 4-5

17

      CFS: Ch. 6

19

      CFS: Ch. 7

21

      CFS: Chs. 8-9

24

      Chinese Lessons: Part I
26

      CL: Part II

28

      CL: Part III

Oct 1

      CL: Part IV

3

      CL: Part V

5

      China Shakes the World: Intro, Chs. 1-2

8

      CSW: Ch. 3

10

      CSW: Chs. 4-5

FALL BREAK

15

      CSW: Ch. 6

17

      CSW: Chs. 7-8

19

      CSW: Ch. 9

22

      Vietnam: Past and Present: Chs. 1-2
24

      VPP: Chs. 3-4

26

      VPP: Chs. 5-6

29

      VPP: Chs. 7-8

31

      VPP: Chs. 9-10

Nov 2

      Ho Chi Minh: Ch. 1

5

      HCM: Ch. 2

7

      HCM: Ch. 3

9

      HCM: Ch. 4

12

      HCM: Ch. 5, Epilogue

14

      Vietnam, Now: Intro, Chs. 1-2

16

      VN: Chs. 3-4

19

      VN: Chs. 5-6

THANKSGIVING BREAK

26

      VN: Chs. 7-8

28

      VN: Chs. 9-10

30

      VN: Chs. 11-12

Dec 3

      VN: Chs. 13-14

Assignments and Grades:  Specific details concerning assignments will be given at least three weeks before they are due.

1.  Paper on China

15 pgs

Oct. 24


40%

2.  Paper on Vietnam

15 pgs

Dec. 10 (9 a.m.)
40%

3.  Class participation






20%
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