POLI 353 CONFLICT MANAGEMENT & RESOLUTION – FALL 2007 (A2)
Ian King

Mills 216  450-1236

king@hendrix.edu
Office Hours: 12:30-3:00 pm, MWF:  2:45-3:30 pm, TTh & by appointment

As is all too well known, conflicts of various kinds and degrees of intensity seem to be pervasive in the history of international relations as well as within national-states.  These conflicts are truly many and varied, as are their causes and consequences.  One way of looking at the history of inter-state and intra-state relations is to see it as a long litany of violent episodes, ranging from war, genocide, economic exploitation, and environmental destruction, interspersed with concerted efforts to resolve them, including collective security structures, arms control regimes, multi-track diplomacy and negotiation, and in more recent times extensive peace-keeping, humanitarian interventionism, conflict resolution, and nation-building, in order to bring about something that might approach the Kantian dream of “perpetual peace.”  This course explores several, although by no means all, of these many efforts to resolve conflict and propagate peace.
We will pursue this task by initially looking at the problems and promise of the United Nations Organization.  The UN, like inter-state collective action and collective security arrangements in general, has encountered many conflict resolution problems in its sixty-two year history, and most observers believe that the time is more than ripe for significant change in how it is structured and how it operates.  Next, we will look at the UN’s and other governmental and non-governmental organizations’ transnational conflict management and nation-building efforts via a number of case studies including Kosovo, Bosnia, and Iraq.  Third, we will examine the international community’s attempts to assuage the various forms of conflict engendered primarily by the lack of economic development.  The course will conclude with an analysis of the pressing concern of the proliferation of nuclear weapons and how we might be able to contain it.

As you can see, this course will range far and wide by defining conflict in such a broad manner.  Much of what we will encounter will, unfortunately, be sobering if not rather depressing.  Despite the magnitude of the task of global conflict resolution, however, this course will endeavor to find the hope that lies in attempting to understand  the sources of the conflict-ridden challenges that face us today. 
Books:  

Bouillon, M. et al. Eds.  Iraq: Preventing a New Generation of Conflict
Cirincione, J.  Bomb Scare: The History & Future of Nuclear Weapons

Easterly, W.  The White Man’s Burden

King, I. & W. Mason.  Peace at Any Price: How the World Failed Kosovo

Kennedy, P.  The Parliament of Man: The Past, Present, & Future of the United Nations

Paris, R.  At War’s End: Building Peace after Civil Conflict

Code of Conduct:  Students are required to attend all scheduled class sessions and in-house examinations.  In-class behavior should be intellectually rigorous, critical yet respectful; it should also be non-disruptive to the learning rights of all (no lap-top computers open and switched on, cell phones turned off).  All standards of academic honesty as laid out in the Hendrix College Student Handbook must be followed at all times (no cheating or plagiarism, for instance).  Take-home assignments must be handed in on time; no exceptions except for demonstrable medical or personal emergency.  Despite these unfortunately necessary admonitions, I hope we can still have fun and good cheer as we learn together.

Class Schedule:

Aug 22

      First day of class: overview.

24

      The Parliament of Man: Preface, Ch. 1 

27

      TPM: Ch. 2
29

      TPM: Ch. 3
31

      TPM: Chs. 4-5
Sep 5

      TPM: Ch. 6
7

      TPM: Ch. 7
10

      TPM: Ch. 8, Afterword
12

      Peace at Any Price: pp. 1-48
14

      PAP: pp. 49-92
17

      PAP: pp. 93-136
19

      PAP: pp. 137-188
21

      PAP: pp. 189-232
24

      PAP: pp. 233-264

26

      At War’s End: Intro, Ch. 1
28

      AWE: Chs. 2-3
Oct 1

      AWE: Chs. 4-5
3

      AWE: Chs. 6-7
5

      AWE: Ch. 8
8

      AWE: Chs. 9-10
10

      AWE: Ch. 11, Conclusion
FALL BREAK

15

      Iraq: Chs. 1-3
17

      I: Chs. 4-6
19

      I: Chs. 7-8
22

      I: Chs. 9-11
24

      I: Chs. 12-14
26

      I: Chs. 15-17
29

      I: Chs. 18-19
31

      The White Man’s Burden: Chs. 1-2
Nov 2

      WMB: Ch. 3
5

      WMB: Ch. 4
7

      WMB: Ch. 5
9

      WMB: Ch. 6-7
12

      WMB: Chs. 8-9
14

      WMB: Chs. 10-11
16

      Bomb Scare: Intro, Ch. 1
19

      BS: Chs. 2-3
THANKSGIVING BREAK

26

      BS: Ch. 4
28

      BS: Ch. 5
30

      BS: Chs. 6-7
Dec 3

      BS: Ch. 8
Assignments and Grades:  Specific details concerning assignments will be given at least three weeks before they are due.

1.  Paper on United Nations


10 pgs

Sep 17


27%

2.  Paper on Conflict Res. & Nation Building
15 pgs

Nov 19


43%
3.  Exam on Nuclear Proliferation




Dec 11, 8:30 am

20%
4.  Class participation








10%
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