POLI 251 THEORIES OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS – FALL 2007 (B3)
Ian King
Mills 216  450-1236

king@hendrix.edu
Office Hours: 12:30-3:00 pm, MWF:  2:45-3:30 pm, TTh & by appointment

Like all academic disciplines, International Relations has a substantial array of theoretical perspectives which both undergird and articulate its interpretations and analyses of its subject matter, in this case the universe of international politics, broadly conceived.  Indeed, since the founding of the modern discipline of IR a century or so ago, the number of and the resulting contentiousness between IR theoretical perspectives and schools of thought have dramatically increased, especially in the last few decades.  Quite simply, this course aims to introduce you to several of the more prominent IR theories that now pervade the discipline: Realism, Liberalism, Marxism, Critical Theory, Normative Theory, Feminism, Historical Sociology, Post-Modernism, Social Constructivism, Green Political Theory, and Evolutionary Biology.  In this sense, this course is foundational to any future exposure you may have to the discipline of IR; IR theory is the language that you need to learn in order to make sense of much, if not all, of the wide range of discourse and debate that transpires in IR circles.
In order to make as much sense as possible of a very complex and perplexing body of theoretical material that is the universe of IR theory we will take “two explicative cuts” at it, as it were.  The first cut will utilize the text, Battling Babel: Making Sense of International Relations Theory, in order to introduce students to all the theoretical schools referred to above.  The second cut will then raise the analytical bar, so to speak, on just three of those schools - Realism, Liberal Internationalism, and Social Constructivism - by re-visiting them with texts that both deepen and complicate a more comprehensive and sophisticated comprehension of those theoretical perspectives.  Unfortunately, the time we have in just one semester does not allow for this second cut to treat all the theoretical schools in like manner; hopefully, you can take up such a project later on in your academic career.  Finally, in order that this course does not become too detached from the “real world” of current international relations, we will make every effort to demonstrate the very real relevance of IR theory to your understanding of the international events that take place in your world today and to the execution of statecraft by the political leaders who conduct nation-states’ foreign policies.
Books:  Donnelly, Jack  Realism and International Relations
 King, Ian  Battling Babel: Making Sense of International Relations Theory

 Gagnon, V.P.  The Myth of Ethnic War: Serbia and Croatia in the 1990s


 Smith, Tony  A Pact with the Devil: Washington’s Bid for World Supremacy



           and the Betrayal of the American Promise
Code of Conduct:  Students are required to attend all scheduled class sessions and in-house examinations.  In-class behavior should be intellectually rigorous, critical yet respectful; it should also be non-disruptive to the learning rights of all (no lap-top computers open and switched on, cell phones turned off).  All standards of academic honesty as laid out in the Hendrix College Student Handbook must be followed at all times (no cheating or plagiarism, for instance).  Take-home assignments must be handed in on time; no exceptions except for demonstrable medical or personal emergency.  Despite these unfortunately necessary admonitions, I hope we can still have fun and good cheer as we learn together.
Class Schedule:

Aug. 21
First day of class: Course overview.
Aug. 23
Battling Babel: Introduction:  Why do we need theory?

Aug. 28 & 30
BB: Ch.1
Realism

Sept. 4 & 6
BB: Ch.2 
Liberalism

Sept. 11 & 13
BB: Ch.3 
Marxism

Sept. 18 & 20
BB: Ch.4
Reflectivism and Constructivism

Sept. 25 & 27
BB: Ch.5
Green Political Thought

Oct. 2 & 4
BB: Ch.6
Evolutionary Theory + Conclusion

Oct. 9

Realism and International Relations: Intro + Ch.1

FALL BREAK

Oct. 16

RIR: Ch.2
Oct. 18

RIR: Chs.3 & 4

Oct. 23 
RIR: Ch.5

Oct. 25

RIR: Ch.6 + Conclusion

Oct. 30

A Pact with the Devil: Pref., Intro, Ch.1

Nov. 1

PWD: Chs.2 & 3

Nov. 6

PWD: Ch.4

Nov. 8

PWD: Chs.5 & 6

Nov. 13
PWD: Ch.7

Nov. 15
The Myth of Ethnic War: Pref., Chs.1 & 2
Nov. 20
MEW: Ch.3

THANKSGIVING BREAK

Nov. 27
MEW: Chs.4 & 5

Nov. 29
MEW: Conclusion

Assignments & Grades:  Specific details concerning assignments will be given at least three weeks before they are due.
1.  Paper on BB
10 pgs

Oct. 15

30%
2.  Paper on RIR
  8 pgs

Oct. 29

20%

3.  Paper on PWD
  8 pgs

Nov. 19
20%

4.  Exam on MEW


Dec. 6, 2 pm
18%

5.  Class participation




12%
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