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Philosophy 110 03

Marianne Tettlebaum

Mills 306P, ext. 4598

tettlebaum@hendrix.edu 

Office Hours:  T 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.; Th 2:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m.; and 
   by appointment

Introduction to Philosophical Questioning

This section of Introduction to Philosophical Questioning will focus on the concept of identity—i.e. what makes me who I am, what makes you who you are.  The primary question guiding our inquiry, however, will not be “What is identity?”, but rather, in more Kantian fashion, “What must I need to know in order to approach the question of identity in the first place?”  In asking, “Who am I?”, in other words, we are inquiring into the nature of the subject position that makes an “I” possible in the first place.  By understanding the conditions that make identity possible, we will be better able to understand what identity is.  

At the end of each unit, we will have the opportunity to move from these more abstract to more concrete considerations of identity, as we examine the representation of particular identities in various types of artworks—drama, fiction, film, and music.  Implicit in our examination will be the question of how to move from general concepts to particular examples.  Course participants will have the opportunity to explore this question for themselves as they complete a final project, in which they will tackle the question of how to represent their own identities.

Course Objectives

In this course, you will acquire:

1) A basic understanding of the development of the concept of identity in selected philosophical texts from Plato to the present day.

2) An in-depth understanding of selected works of major philosophers.

3) Various perspectives on how to relate general philosophical concepts to particular examples.

4) An understanding of the kinds of questions philosophers ask about identity and the nature of the subject position.

By the end of this course, you will be able to:

1) Speak and write in an informed manner about the development of the concept of identity in selected philosophical texts.

2) Cogently, coherently, and in your own words, explain the arguments of major philosophers on the concept of identity and the nature of the subject position.

3) Apply general philosophical concepts to specific examples with an understanding of the complexity and difficulty involved in doing so.

4) Begin to think philosophically.

Course Requirements*

1)  Attendance and participation.  You are allowed three unexcused absences in total; please notify me in advance if you will miss class.  Arriving late to section more than twice will count as an unexcused absence.  For every unexcused absence over three, you will lose 5 percentage points off your final grade. You will not be penalized for excused absences:  observance of religious holidays, documented cases of illness or emergency, sanctioned school functions.

Because we are exploring a set of ideas and questions together,attendance and active participation in class are crucial.  You must do the reading before class and be prepared to ask questions of it and discuss it in class.  You are also expected to listen and respond thoughtfully and respectfully to your peers.

2)  3 Expository Papers. Over the course of the semester you will be asked to write 3 short expository papers in which you reformulate in your own words a particular argument, concept, or problem discussed in the course readings.  Topics will be assigned in advance.  The purpose of these assignments is to encourage you to engage intensely with the particulars of and follow closely the complications involved in the philosophical arguments we will read.  These assignments will also allow me to assess your understanding of the readings.  

Papers and assignments, unless otherwise indicated, must be typed in a 12 point font, double-spaced, and stapled; please number your pages.   Your name and a title, where necessary, should appear at the top of the first page or on a separate cover sheet.

3) Take-home Final Exam. There will be an open book take-home exam at the end of this course.  The purpose of this exam is to encourage you to review the readings we have done in the course and synthesize the issues we have discussed.  More information on the exam will follow in class.

4)  Identity Project.  You will be required to complete a creative project in which you imagine that you are an artwork we are examining at the end of a unit.  How would you represent your identity?  How would you consider this representation in light of the texts we have discussed?  You will also be required to write a short essay to accompany and explain your project.  Presentations of final projects will occur during the final exam period for this course.  More information on the identity projects will be handed out in class.

5)  Academic Integrity. Academic Integrity. You are expected to abide by the principles of Hendrix’s code of Academic Integrity, as outlined in the course catalogue (pp 39-44).  All work submitted in this course must be your own.  Passing off another’s work as your own—whether you have directly quoted from it or not—is called plagiarism; this is also known as academic theft and is a serious offense, which could result in expulsion.  You must acknowledge all material that you consult, even if you do not directly cite it. Online sources are no different from any other. If you are unsure about how to acknowledge a source, please consult a writing handbook, such as the Chicago Manual of Style, or contact me.

6)  Keeping Up.  You are responsible for reading the syllabus and all course-related e-mails and announcements in order to keep up with all course readings and assignments.  If you have questions at any point about what to do, read, or write, contact one of your classmates or me.

*If you are affected by a recognized disability that will interfere with your fulfillment of these course requirements, please inform me at the beginning of the course.  It is the policy of Hendrix College to accommodate students with disabilities.  In order to receive accommodation, however, you are required to contact Julie Brown in Academic Support Services:  (501) 505-2954.

Grading

Please note:  You are expected to complete all of the assignments for the course; failure to do so will automatically result in a failing grade for the course.  

Participation and Attendance 


25%

Expository Paper 1




10%

Expository Papers 2 and 3


30%

Take-home Final Exam



20%

Identity Project




15%

Schedule

(T)=course text; (E)=text is available on the Educator; (HO)=text will be handed out in class

W
1/14

Introduction

F
1/16

Unit I:  Who is a philosopher? Part I




Plato, Symposium, pp. 3-21 (T)

M 
1/19

Martin Luther King Day—no class
W
1/21

Plato, Symposium, pp. 21-36 (T)

F
1/23

Plato, Symposium, pp. 37-64 (T)

M
1/26

Plato, Symposium (cont’d) (T)

W
1/28

Mamet, Oleanna, Act I (T)
F
1/30

Mamet, Oleanna, Act II (T)

M
2/2

Unit 2:  Who am “I”?




Descartes, Meditations on First Philosophy, pp. 1-24  (T)




Paper 1 Due

W
2/4

Descartes, Meditations on First Philosophy, pp. 24-42  (T)

F
2/6

Descartes, Meditations on First Philosophy, pp. 42-59 (T)
M
2/9

Leibniz, “Monadology,” pp. 148-63(E) 




Schrecker, from “The Unity of Leibniz’ Philosophic




   Thought,” pp. xv-xviii (E)

W
2/11

Kant, “Paralogisms of Pure Reason,” from the Critique of




   Pure Reason,” pp. 445-448 (E)




Gardner, from Kant and the Critique of Pure Reason, pp. 225-31 (E)

F
2/13

Kant, “What does it mean to orient oneself in thinking?” 

 


   pp. 1-18 (E)
M
2/16

Hegel, “Introduction” to Phenomenology of Spirit, pp. 46-57 (E)
** T
2/17

Screening of Waking Life TBA **
W
2/18

Linklater, Waking Life
F
2/20

Linklater, Waking Life (cont’d)

M
2/23

Unit 3:  Who are “we”?




Rousseau, Second Discourse, pp. 101-21 (T)




Paper 2 Due

W
2/25

Rousseau, Second Discourse, pp. 121-41 (T)
F
2/27

Rousseau, Second Discourse, pp. 141-81 (T)

M
3/2

Marx and Engels, The Communish Manifesto, Part 1 (T)
W
3/4

Marx and Engels, The Communish Manifesto, Part II (T)

F
3/6

Marx and Engels, The Communish Manifesto, Parts III & IV (T)

M 
3/9
-   F
3/13

Spring Break—no class

M  
3/16

Freud, Group Psychology and the Ego, pp. 3-31 (T)

W
3/18

Freud, Group Psychology and the Ego, pp. 32-61 (T)

F
3/20

Freud, Group Psychology and the Ego, pp. 61-84 (T)
**S
3/21

Screening of Do the Right Thing, TBA**
M
3/23

Spike Lee, Do the Right Thing

W
3/25

Spike Lee, Do the Right Thing

F
3/27

Unit 4:  Who is a philosopher?  Part II

M
3/30

Nietzsche, Ecce Homo, “Why I am So Wise” (T)




Paper 3 Due

W
4/1

Nietzsche, Ecce Homo, “Why I am So Clever” (T)

F
4/3

Nietzsche, Ecce Homo, “Why I Write Such Good Books” and 




   “Why I am a Destiny” (T)

M
4/6

Adorno, from Minima Moralia, TBA

W
4/8

Erpenbeck, The Old Child (E)

F
4/10

Erpenbeck, The Old Child (cont’d) 

M
4/13

Unit 5:  Who could I be?






Butler, from Bodies that Matter, pp. ix-xii and 1-12(E)

W
4/15

Butler, from Bodies that Matter (cont’d)
F
4/17

Dubois, from The Souls of Black Folk, pp. 3-15, 59-67 (E)
M
4/20
Dubois, from The Souls of Black Folk, pp. 180-90 (E)
W
4/22

Eminem 

F
4/24

Eminem (cont’d)
M
4/27

Conclusion




Take-home final due

T
5/5

Presentation of Identity Projects from 2:00-5:00 p.m.

Required Texts

Plato.  Symposium.  Trans. Christopher Gill.  Penguin Classics, 2003.

   ISBN-10: 0140449272

Mamet, David.  Oleanna.  Dramatists Play Service Inc, 1998.

   ISBN-10: 0822213435

Descartes, Rene.  Meditations on First Philosophy.  Trans. Donald A. Cress.  Hackett

   Publishing Company, 1993. 

   ISBN-10: 0872201929

Rousseau, Jean-Jacques.  The First and Second Discourses.  Trans. Roger D. and Judith

   R. Masters.  Bedford/St. Martin’s, 1969. 

   ISBN-10: 0312694407

Marx, Karl and Friedrich Engels.  The Communist Manifesto.  Oxford University 

   Press, , 2008.

   ISBN-10: 019953571X

Freud, Sigmund.  Group Psychology and the Analysis of the Ego. W. W. Norton &

   Company, 1975.

   ISBN-10: 0393007707

Nietzsche, Friedrich.  Ecce Homo: How One Becomes What One Is.  Penguin Classics,   

   1992.

   ISBN-10: 0140445153

Erpenbeck, Jenny.  The Old Child & Other Stories.  Trans. Susan Bernofsky.  New

   Directions, 2005.

   ISBN-10: 081121608X

