Philosophy of Science

Syllabus 2009

In this course we will examine the standard description of the methodology of scientific investigation by reading Carl Hempel’s The Philosophy of Natural Science. Next, we will examine Sir Karl Popper’s theory of falsification, which challenges the inductive scientific methodology presented in Hempel, by reading his The Logic of Scientific Discovery. We end with Thomas Kuhn’s challenge to these views of science and the concept of scientific progress through an examination of his The Structure of Scientific Revolutions. To provide a context for the methodological discussions, this year we will examine the theory of evolution and a contemporary debate therein by reading Kim Sterelny’s Dawkins vs. Gould: Survival of the Fittest.
Hendrix College is committed to providing “reasonable accommodation,” in keeping with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1992. Students requesting accommodations should contact Julie Brown, Academic Specialist, at (501) 505-2954 or brownj@hendrix.edu to make an appointment and begin the review process.

Your grade will be determined by two exams, 25% each, (presently scheduled for March 2 and April 24) and a research paper, 50% (10-15 pages). Know and follow the Hendrix policy on Academic Integrity. Late papers will be penalized and unexcused absences will hurt your grade.
My office is in the Raney Building and my office hours are MWF 3:10-3:40 and by appointment. My phone number is 450-1232 and e-mail schmidt@hendrix.edu.
