Philosophies of China and Japan

Syllabus Spring 2009


The purpose of this class is to develop an initial understanding of the philosophies of Confucianism, Taoism, and Buddhism (including Zen) as they developed and flourished in China and influenced Japan.  We will be particularly interested in examining the philosophical import of these traditions, although the separation of theory and practice, philosophy and religion, is not as distinct in East Asia as it is in the West.  This course will not attempt a cultural history nor an examination of religious practices. We will aim towards an understanding of the central concepts and their interrelations, the arguments used to support the main tenets, and the systematic coherence of these schools of thought.  


The classes will combine lecture and discussion. You are expected to come to class having read and thought about the assigned material so that you can participate in the discussions. More than 3 unexcused absences will be detrimental to your grade. Know and follow the Hendrix policy on Academic Integrity. Office hours: M, W, F 3:10-3:40pm and by appointment.

Hendrix College is committed to providing “reasonable accommodation,” in keeping with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1992. Students requesting accommodations should contact Julie Brown, Academic Specialist, at (501) 505-2954 or brownj@hendrix.edu to make an appointment and begin the review process.

Your grade will be determined by three tests (20% each and presently scheduled for Feb. 13, March 23, and April 22), a final exam or 10 page paper (30%), and participation (10%).


The required texts are Wing-Tsit Chan’s A Source Book in Chinese Philosophy  (CP) and The Diamond Sutra and the Sutra of Hui-Neng (DS).  There are a few books on reserve in the library, of these Koller’s is an introductory commentary that will be helpful for a general orientation and Fu Yu-lan’s is a more detailed commentary that will help in gaining a deeper understanding of particular points.

