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Existentialism is a “movement” in philosophy that became popular after World War II, although some of the first existentialists wrote at the end of the Nineteenth Century. The philosophers of this movement are not of one mind concerning what existentialism is nor did they all use this term to indicate their own thought. One broad definition of existentialism would be that it concerns a search for the meaning of human life and of the situation of humans in the world. In this sense it is a subject philosophy has always dealt with. Perhaps what is new is that the essence of human being is not pre-given and must be discovered or created.


Our text is Robert Solomon’s Existentialism. It includes excerpts from Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, Heidegger, Jaspers, Sartre, Camus, Merleau-Ponty, de Beauvoir, and others. Your grade will be determined by two tests right now planned for Feb. 9 and April 1 (15% each), two papers (5 pages/ 1700 words) due March 3 and April 27 (15% each), a comprehensive final exam or an approved term paper (30%), and participation (10%). Since this is a seminar class, excessive absences will be cause for dropping you from the class. There will be a penalty for late papers.
Hendrix College is committed to providing “reasonable accommodation,” in keeping with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1992. Students requesting accommodations should contact Julie Brown, Academic Specialist, at (501) 505-2954 or brownj@hendrix.edu to make an appointment and begin the review process.
My office is in the Raney Building and my office hours are MWF 3:10-3:40 and by appointment. My phone number is 450-1232 and e-mail schmidt@hendrix.edu.
