PHIL 201 02: Ethics in the Face of Poverty

Spring 2009

TR 9:45 – 11:00 Mills 301

Dr. Peg Falls-Corbitt

Mills 306
Hendrix College
450 1285

fallscorbitt@hendrix.edu
Texts

Holmes.  Basic Moral Philosophy (4th edition)

Remen.  Selections from My Grandfather’s Blessing
Payne. A Framework for Understanding Poverty
Walls. The Glass Castle
Ehrenreich. Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting By in America
Kidder.  Mountains Beyond Mountains: The Quest of Dr. Paul Farmer, A Man Who Would Cure the World
Course Objectives

· To develop students’ ability to understand and critically assess major ethical theories 

· To develop students’ understanding of poverty and the lives of those in the local community who lack ready access to vital social goods

· To develop students’ ability to identify the issues, including ethical dilemmas, faced by agencies responsible for social service programs and the individuals they serve
· To help students explore the ethics out of which they will choose to live, especially in relation to those in their community suffering economic deprivation and lack of vital social goods. 
Service-Learning Component       

Each student is required to complete 30 hours of on-site service with social agencies pre-selected by the course instructor.  The service component should enhance students’ understanding of the theories, and study of the theories should enhance students’ ability to see and understand the people and agencies whom they serve.  A central objective of the student while working with these agencies must be:

· To be of real service to the agency and, to the extent he or she is capable, to limit the burden that he places on the agency.

To that end, it is a further objective of this course that each student will

· Be introduced to a philosophy and ethics of service
 The hours of service will be done over an approximately 10-week period, Feb 3 – April 16.  Thus, students should average at least 3 hours of service per week.  Completion of the 30 hours and satisfactorily passing the course can provide a student with SW (Service to the World) Odyssey Credit.  If it is your intention to use the course for Odyssey credit, you must complete an Odyssey Intent form near the beginning of the semester and an Odyssey Completion form at the end.  Getting the forms properly filed with the Odyssey office is the student’s responsibility.

 Students will be distributed among four types of social agencies, representing our surrounding community’s effort to provide four vital social goods: Medical Care, Food, Shelter, and Education. (Agencies described below.)

Reading and Discussion Schedule (subject to change as needed):
Jan.   13
Introductions


15
Holmes 1.1 – 1.5, 1.8, 2.1 – 2.8: intro to moral language


20
Service site selection/abbreviated class due to inauguration


22
Remen: What is service?


27
Group on-site visits for orientation


29
Holmes 5 (all): Ethical Egoism

Feb.    3
Holmes 7 (all): Natural Law Ethics


  5
continued discussion


10
Holmes 8 (all): Kantian ethics


12
continued discussion


17
open day


19
Unit Test 1


24
Payne, Intro & 1: Defining “poverty” and “resources”


26
Payne 2 – 3: Role of language and hidden rules

Mar.
  3
Payne 4 – 5: Generational poverty and role models


  5
Glass Castle ~ Journals due
Spring Break


17
Nickel and Dimed


19
Holmes 9 (all): Consequentialist Ethics


24
open day


26
continued discussion


31
Holmes 10 (all): Ethics of Justice

Apr.
  2
continued discussion


  7
Holmes 11: Ethical relativism/old 13: Situation Ethics


  9
open day/ meet to prepare group presentation


14
group oral presentations


16
group oral presentations


21
Mountains Beyond Mountains

23
Summing up/Exam preparation ~ Journals due; Log sheets due

29
8:30 – 11:30 Final Exam period (Unite Test 2 and Comprehensive Q.)

Summary of Graded Requirements
25% 

Journals  (Directions below)

75% 

Each of the below average in equally:

Test 1 (Feb. 19)

Test 2 (Apr. 29 – final exam period)

Comprehensive Question (April 29 – final exam period)

Group Oral Presentations (April 14 -16)

Students will be grouped according to which social need their service work focused upon, i.e., medical care, food, shelter, or education.  The group will make a presentation on what was learned. More guidance will be given in class later.

Service Hours (log sheets due April 23)

Grade will be determined by completion of hours and the supervisor’s assessment of the quality of your service.  A rough guide to the number of hours required to achieve a given grade level is as follows:

A:  30 hours

B:  24 hours

C:  18 hours

D:   9 hours

F:  less than 15



Class Participation

To participate, one must attend class.  Attendance is mandatory.  Only illness worthy of a doctor’s note, family emergencies, and school-sponsored events will be considered as excused absences. Even perfect attendance, however does not mean that you will receive an automatic A for your participation grade.  Active participation in discussion that demonstrates a careful reading of assignments and respect for the ideas of others is also an important aspect of the course.  This does not mean that you must say something in class every day; the instructors can tell if you are actively involved.  Evaluation of participation will be as follows:


A: Regular attendance, regular contribution


B: Regular attendance, occasional contribution

C: Poor attendance, occasional contribution OR Regular attendance, hardly any contribution


D: Poor attendance, hardly any contribution


F:  Other serious problems
Service Sites from which to chose
Medical Care

Conway Interfaith Clinic

830 North Creek Drive

932-0559

Kittie Aaron (Executive Director)

cic@conwayinterfiathclinic.org

Elizabeth Gunnels (Volunteer Coordinator)

volunteer@conwaycorp.net
Work times available Monday – Thursday only.  You will NOT shadow doctors or provide medical care.  Service opportunities include, in the dental area, cleaning instruments and turning rooms around, and in the medical area, patient assistance with paperwork, helping staff with chart and drug organization.  Transportation to site required.

Housing

Bethlehem House

930 Faulkner Street

329-4862

Judy Lively (Executive Director)

jlively@bethlehemhouse.net
Work times available throughout week and possible weekends.  May include odd jobs helping keep the house and grounds clean and orderly and assisting Ms. Lively as needed. Consider attending public Volunteer Blitz at the house Saturday Jan. 17th 1 – 3:00 for more information.  In walking distance from campus, but do not plan to walk to or from at night. 

Conway Housing Authority

Main office: 425 S. Davis Street

450 6171

Sharon Everette

(email not best option)

The work would be with the elderly residents of the CHA apartments just east and west of Hendrix campus, in easy walking distance.  It will include providing games and events of interest to the residents at hours worked out with Sharon Everette.  

Food

Students will need to work out a combination of hours with several of the area agencies providing free meals or food boxes.  More information will be given in class and other options explained.
Daily Bread

First Presbyterian Church

2000 Prince Street

Shelly Vangsnes

764-1455

svangsness@aristotle,net


Daily Bread will be serving meals the following Thursdays:  Feb. 5 and 19, March 5 and 19, April 9 and 23.  (April days may shift.)  Students may commit to helping with only part of or all of the following:  Set up: 4:00 – 5:30; serving the meal and joining guests at table 5:30 – 6:30; clean up 6:00 – 7:00.  However, for the purposes of the course, the time of serving the meal and eating with the folks who come is best.  Transportation required, a bike will do, usually.

Soul Food Café Mission

Four Winds Church

2005 Dave Ward Drive

Rick Harvey 

514 – 5325


Work available 8:00 – 3:30 every Tuesday.  May include filling boxes, distributing orders on site, organizing clothing closet, serving a meal (11:30 – 1:00 only).  There is a religious service during the meal but volunteers need not participate.  January 27th is a special day to help with city’s Hunger Survey. That day they are open 8:00 am to 6:00 pm and will serve a second meal 5:00 – 6:00.  Transportation required.

Education 

Boys and Girls Club 

1313 Deer Street

Marie Abrams, Program Coordinator


Hours available very weekday afternoon 3:00 – 7:00, depending on when the parents arrive to pick up their children.  Service would focus either on tutoring younger children or working with teenagers (12 – 18 yrs old) in the Keystone club.  For tutoring, there is a special need for someone to read to and with children K – 3rd grade, for assistance with multiplication tables, and spelling.  Spelling help would be especially helpful on Thursdays, as most elementary schools in the area give spelling tests on Friday.  Dr. Liz Gron, Hendrix Chemistry Department, leads a tutoring session on Tuesdays and would be there to get you started, if desired.  The Keystone kids are in need of someone to help some of the older participants think about college preparation, including how to fill out an application, write an essay, prepare for the ACT, maybe even meet Hendrix professors.  Distance can be walked in daylight hours but it would be a long walk.  Easily biked.  

Background check required.
Menifee Tutoring

Menifee, AR

Trang Van (Hendrix student)

vanht@hendrix.edu


Tutoring Monday evenings at the community center in nearby Meniffee, an historically African American town.  Dr. Hine, Hendrix English department oversees this project, which is kept up primarily by Hendrix students.  Transportation leaves from Altus Bell 5:30; back around 7:15.

Students Helping Students

Pine Street Community Development Center (southeast of campus)

McCaull Vandergriff (Hendrix student)


Tutoring and a meal (for kids and the volunteers!) are provided for elementary-age children form the nearby, historically African American community near campus.  The program is led by Hendrix’s Miller Center Service Scholars. Wednesdays only.  Transportation leaves from the Altus Bell 4:45; back by 7:15.

On Writing a Journal/

Ethics in the Face of Poverty

Dr. Falls-Corbitt
Your journal must contain class entries and may also include personal entries, as distinguished below: 

Class Entries – to be graded:

Class entries are written to meet the learning objectives of the class and must follow a specific format:

I. Choose some component of your on-site experience from the week to describe objectively.  Describe the notable things that you and pertinent others did, said, saw, or even smelled (if it is relevant).  Choose those details to describe that will figure into your examination of your experience (steps II and III).   

II. Examine the experience you have described in part I from either a Personal Perspective or a Civic Perspective, using the DEAL model guide. (See handout) Do not try to answer all the questions given in the guide.  Choose questions that best stimulate your thinking or best help you uncover for yourself the meaning of the experience you describe in part I.  

III. Examine the experience from the Academic Perspective.  Use the DEAL model guide to suggest questions, remembering that your aim should be to apply to your experience the conceptual distinctions, analyses, arguments, or ethical perspectives laid out in the Holmes and Payne texts, toward the end of constructing your ethical point of view.  Apply theory to practice, practice to theory, and follow out the implications for the views you are inclined to hold.

Early in the semester, you may not have much to say in this section of your entry.  But always try to look for connections between what we have read and discussed and the practices you experience.  Expect to have more refined things to say in this section as the semester goes by.

Your journal should include one class entry for each week that you perform service for your agency of choice.  I will read these and the journal grade will be based on them alone.

Personal Entries – not for grade:

You may find that you want to keep personal reflections in your journal that do not meet the format of a class journal and are less analytically expressed.  Please fill free to keep such writings in the journal.  Doing so may even help you identify the events or components of your experience you wish to include in your Class entries.  I will read personal entries only if you specify that you would like me to do so.

You must CLEARLY DATE and LABEL as “CLASS ENTRY” or “PERSONAL ENTRY” each entry in your journal.  
