19th Century Philosophy

Syllabus 2009

This course will focus on the culmination of German Idealism in the philosophy of Hegel and on the reactions against Hegel as they developed in the nineteenth century.  We will begin with a careful examination of Hegel’s system by following his line of thought in the Phenomenology of Mind.  You will probably find Hegel rather difficult so plan some diligent working time, but also do not give up hope, since it will make sense in the end.  After Hegel we will turn to Karl Marx and his reinterpretation of Hegel. Then we will look at John S. Mill to investigate utilitarianism.  Next we will examine the American pragmatists in order to explore in some detail their reevaluation of philosophy and their synthesis of rationalism and empiricism.  To end we will broach Nietzsche’s philosophy.


Our texts are: 1. Hegel: The Essential Writings, 2. Marx: Selected Writings, 3. Mill: Utilitarianism, and 4.Thayer: Pragmatism: The Classic Writings, and 5. Nietzsche: Basic Writings.  

This class is a writing intensive class where we will work on different types of philosophic writing. You should sign up to receive W2 credit for this course unless you have not received W1 credit or are not majoring in philosophy or philosophy and religion and plan to do the W2 credit elsewhere. There will be six writing assignments in this class, one of which will be done in class. They will range from textual analysis to a research paper (your final). 

The grade will be determined as follows: The first five writing assignments (5 pages or 1750 words) will be worth 13% each (=65%); the last one, a longer research paper (10 pages or 3500 words) will be worth 26%; and class participation will count 9%, however more than 2 unexcused absences will result in a lowering of your grade and, if excessive, in being dropped from the class. Any instances of academic dishonesty (plagiarism, cheating on exams, etc.) must be reported to the Academic Integrity Committee. For details on the procedures involved with academic dishonesty issues please refer to the Hendrix Catalog

It is the policy of Hendrix College to accommodate students with disabilities, pursuant to federal and state law. Any student who needs accommodation in relation to a recognized disability should inform the instructor at the beginning of the course. In order to receive accommodations, students with disabilities are required to contact Julie Brown in Academic Support Services at 505-2954


Office hours are MWF 1:10-2:00 and by appointment.

schmidt@hendrix.edu Telephone: 450-1232
