
2013 Hays Memorial Scholarship Competition Guidelines

	General Guidelines: The intent of the Hays Memorial Scholarship Program is twofold. First, we want to 
ensure that students entering Hendrix College understand and value Hendrix’s participatory approach to a 
liberal arts education, regardless of intended major or career field. We seek students who equate undergraduate 
research opportunities with successful graduate school application, or desire to gain an advantage in a career 
field after graduation. Second, our motto “Unto the whole person” is consistent with our desire to seek out 
extraordinary individuals for their special or unique skills, knowledge and attitudes. Hendrix considers not 
only the student’s accomplishments and personal achievements, but the degree to which candidates have taken 
the time to engage in active learning. Selecting the extraordinary is not a task we take lightly, nor do we feel as 
if we can do so without a personalized and competitive environment.

	Academic Record: Hendrix recognizes that superior scholarship cannot exist in isolation from other balancing 
factors. Consequently we are looking for students who possess a unique talent, gift or attribute as well as a 
strong academic record. We value individuality and consistency in the expression of special gifts, talents and 
academic record. 

	Competition: All candidates will have 30 minutes with a Hays Memorial Scholarship Competition 
committee, comprised of two Hendrix faculty members and a current student. During the first half of the 
session, students will choose one of the two options below. During the remainder of the time, candidates will 
answer questions about their passions, scholarly interests and future plans at Hendrix and beyond.  

	Option #1: Before the competition, students will read the scholarly text listed below. Candidates will be 
expected to open their session with a summary statement with regard to to their thoughts, feelings and 
conclusions of the selected reading. Additionally, candidates will be expected to engage in a dialogue with the 
evaluators about the key tenets of the reading and extrapolate relevant ideas, themes and messages.

 t An article by Eula Biss that appeared in Harper’s Magazine in January 2013, entitled 
   “Sentimental Medicine”

  You may access a copy of this selection at www.hendrix.edu/Hays.

	Option #2: Students will take 15 minutes to present original scholarly or creative work in any of the following 
six suggested categories: Artistic Creativity, Global Awareness, Professional and Leadership Development, 
Service to the World, Research, and Special Projects. Examples of previous Hays Memorial Scholarship 
Competition presentations are found on the back of this sheet. These are only suggested topics to get you 
started—presentations are not required to fit exactly into one of these areas.
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Previous Hays Memorial Scholarship Competition Presentations

Your challenge is to tell us who you are and bring your special gifts and skills to our attention beyond what 
you provided in your admission application. Following are examples of what students have done in the past. 
Remember that these are only suggested topics. Presentations are not required to fit exactly into one of these areas. 
You are encouraged to be creative and innovative. Help us understand how you have engaged in active learning!

 Original, scientific (or other academic) research with processes and results in a display-board format or 
PowerPoint presentation.  

 Web site or software tools developed to solve a problem, manage a business challenge, provide a service to 
individuals, groups or communities, or act as a tool for research, commerce, or public service.

 Public reading and analysis of original literary work (poem or verse) or a segment of a completed longer 
work (e.g. chapter from a novel or an act from a play).

 Patented (or patent pending) invention, idea or service – Students should include the challenges, short-
term adversity, and final “breakthrough” process that resulted in the invention, idea or service.

 Community service project developed, managed or directed by the candidate.  Short videos, software-based 
or other audiovisual presentations, or photographic documentation included.  

 Social, political, historical, moral, spiritual trends and issues – Topics, events and people in the world for 
which the student has an in-depth interest or exceptional personal experience.  

 Selected “best of show quality” works from artistic talent (fine arts, modern arts including painting, 
printmaking, ceramics, computer art, sculpture, music video, short film, etc.).  Students should be prepared 
to discuss the political, ethical, moral or social issues that their work represents or is trying to address.  

 Demonstrated evidence of exceptional leadership development – Project and/or team development, 
execution and other data pertinent to your leadership experiences.

Below are 10 tips for an outstanding interview experience from those who have completed it in the past. 
Additional helpful tips from past Hays competitors are available at www.hendrix.edu/Hays.

1. Dress nicely and maintain eye contact with your evaluators.

2. If doing a presentation, pick something you’re passionate about. Don’t just know your presentation—know the topic. Also, be 
creative and make your presentation special (in my case, I made a movie). This will make a greater impression on the evaluators.

3. If doing a discussion, be prepared to talk for 5-10 minutes at the beginning about your own thoughts on the article. Don’t start 
with “what would you like me to talk about?” YOU lead the discussion. Prepare an analysis, and don’t be afraid to take a stand 
and defend your ideas because you WILL be challenged.

4. Don’t be afraid of a friendly debate. If an evaluator doesn’t share your ideas, politely disagree and support your opinions with 
sound arguments.

5. Follow the time requirements. I heard several students went over the allotted time last year, and it cost them.

6. Be genuine and sincere. You’re presenting yourself, not your achievements. Everyone competing scored in the top one percent 
on a standardized test and is practically a straight-A student. It’s HOW you can show your uniqueness that will differentiate you.

7. Style will not trump substance. Anticipate prying questions that delve beyond face-value comprehension of a work. These 
questions may take you by surprise, but it’s perfectly fine to mull over your train of thought out loud. The evaluators want to 
know you considered their questions in an intelligent, thoughtful manner.

8. Remain calm. I had one of the most comfortable and normal conversations with the evaluators, and that made a difference.  

9. Practice, practice, practice. But remember that rote memorization isn’t the objective. Be able to apply your knowledge.

10. Evaluators are looking for students who will contribute in a meaningful and substantial way to the Hendrix community. Your 
passions outside of the classroom are as, if not more, important than your academic credentials.


