Departmental and Program Assessment
Annual Assessment Plan Basic Update
Academic Year: _2012-2013_____________
Academic Unit: _Interdisciplinary Studies_____________________________
Chair: _David Sutherland_________
Student Assessment Plan (SAP) – Basic Check-list
1. Have any changes been made to your program’s student assessment plan or student learning goals?

Your recent version should be on the web at

http://www.hendrix.edu/academics/academics.aspx?id=7264. If you have made changes, then attach a copy
of the new plan or goals.

□ yes x no
2. Are student learning goals available to students on the web on the departmental/programmatic
page(s)? If not, then this will be considered as an action plan for the coming year.
x yes □ no
3. Are student learning goals, appropriate for each course, included in the course syllabi in your
department or program? If not, then this will be considered as an action plan for the coming year.
x yes □ no

Student Assessment Plan Development - Departments and programs who have a complete and
current SAP should consider the next step in SAP development.
1. As a next step in SAP development, departments/programs are encouraged begin working on an
assessment audit to determine how student learning goals fit across the courses in the major.
Sometimes the term “scaffolding” is used to describe this process. This could be as complicated as a
full grid of student learning goals, or a single learning goal, across the courses in the major. (This has
not been required of departments, but it is a recommended next step when the SAP is up to date.)
Has your program already done this?
□ yes X no If yes, please provide any new results in either in prose or as a table. If no, then this could be the next annual
action plan for your program.

Yearly Assessment Report – each department or program is expected to have assessment discussions
for at least two hours each academic year. If necessary, help is available from David Sutherland, just call.
1. What was your planned action item identified in your last report?
The attached summary shows the result of the e-mail survey to INTE students and faculty
advisors.
2. Briefly summarize the topics discussed in your annual assessment meeting.

3. What was the conclusion of your assessment discussion and how did the collected assessment data
inform your conclusion? Specifically describe any curricular or programmatic changes that have been
made that were based, at least in part, on the data in your SAP.
4. Define one new action item for your assessment discussions next year.

Student and Advisor Survey of 2010-11 and 2011-12 INTE Majors
Students (18 INTE students )
Are you satisfied with the level of depth in the
body of knowledge you were able to obtain in
your INTE major?

Yes

No

Comments

7

1

1

Do you have any advice for current students
considering an INTE major?

5

Are you satisfied with your exposure to the
methodologies used in your INTE major field?
Are you satisfied with your exposure to the
historical and cultural aspects of your INTE
major field?
Did your senior capstone experience enhance
your INTE major in the ways you expected?
Are your satisfied that you achieved the goals
you have for your INTE major?
Do you believe you missed out on anything
(curricular, advising, etc.) by not having a
standard major?

5

1
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How should we change the INTE major
program?

5
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Comments
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Do you have any advice for how to enhance or
change the INTE program?
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Faculty
Yes
Are you satisfied with the level of depth in the
20
body of knowledge realized by your INTE
major/student?
Are you satisfied with exposure to the
20
methodologies in the field of your INTE
major/student?
Are you satisfied with the exposure to the
15
historical and cultural aspects of your INTE
major/student?
Did your senior capstone experience have the
19
outcomes you expected--was it successful?
Are your satisfied that your student was
22
successful in meeting the goals of the INTE
major?

Students

Comments

Student and Advisor Survey of 2010-11 and 2011-12 INTE Majors
Students
Are you satisfied with the level of depth in the
body of knowledge you were able to obtain in
your INTE major?
Are you satisfied with your exposure to the
historical and cultural aspects of your INTE
major field?

Comments
Yes. At times it’s frustrating to have missed out on key courses within the various
disciplines that I sampled from, but the overall product was worth it.
Mostly. I wish I had done more with the professors in my advisory committee to discuss
the field itself, though.

My major had an interesting departmental split. One department's classes I took
emphasized the modern era (post-WWII) strongly, while the other department's classes
skewed toward the pre-WWII era (and, for the most part, pre-1900) strongly.
Did your senior capstone experience enhance For the most part, yes (see the "missed out" question below). My goal was to write an
your INTE major in the ways you expected? undergraduate thesis, and I completed it.
I’m inclined to say yes. But that’s misleading because I’m still not really certain what my
Are your satisfied that you achieved the goals
ultimate career goals are. But the short term goal was working in higher ed
you have for your INTE major?
administration, and I’ve been successful thus far!
Overall, I am satisfied with the INTE program at Hendrix and the major I created, but in
hindsight I probably would not do it again or would pair it with a more "practical" second
major or minor. I think these INTE majors are great if someone is going to go on to
graduate school, but in reality I do not have any actual skills gained from the major that
can be used in the "real world." If I were to do it over again, I might pair it with a major
or minor in Accounting or some kind of teaching licensure, that way I would have actual
skills (teaching or accounting) along with the valuable historical/cultural/philosophical,
etc. information learned through the interdisciplinary studies courses.
Do you believe you missed out on anything
(curricular, advising, etc.) by not having a
standard major?

Yes; by not being involved in a strict major, I missed out on certain community activities
(e.g. weekly capstone meetings, end of year celebrations). However, my advisor kept me
included on the departmental mailing list, which was nice.
Absolutely. I missed out on the bonding that happens with other students who share the
major. Thankfully, I chose to do my capstone in the department where most of my
coursework was undertaken, anyway, and my advisor was great about extending
invitations to me for things that other department majors would attend (including the
party for graduating students).
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Do you have any advice for current students
considering an INTE major?

The biggest issue, for me, was the need to piggyback on another department's thesis
seminar. The department most suited to the type of work I was doing, had a very rigid
three-semester capstone process that did not fit my major (or class schedule) at all.
Though another department had a seminar that fit my schedule well, I was guided by
those professors to keep my thesis to 25-30 pages, a format that I did not believe was
ideal for my goals.
Yes. Other more standard majors definitely have a big step up when it comes to advising.
They have a lot of access and exposure to the world of their field beyond college. I on
the other hand was bascially alone, both as a student and as an advisee (which is not to
say my adviser was poor, on the contrary he was great, but he couldn't give me much
specific advice in my field.)
I would really advise them to make sure that they are actually interested in the material
that they plan on studying and how it all fits together rather than just wanting to be
different.
Think about the future and find the best way to encompass your whole major with your
capstone experience. In your course outline give yourself choices because you may decide
you want to choose a different class when you are a senior.
Do a whole lot of thinking about what you want your major to be and what you want
from it. Plan the courses you will take accordingly so that every class will benefit you and
add substance to your major.
Go big.
Do it! It's not as hard as you think, and people will respect you for it.
One thing I would recommend is requiring INTE majors with a social sciences emphasis
(such as myself) to take a statistics course. I had a relatively strong math background in
high school, alongside solid math GRE scores, so I don't feel like I missed out on a lot,
but I don't think I should have been allowed to complete my major without taking stats.
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Only pursue one if you are truly self-motivated, because being a passive learner is not an
option here. You have to approach each class thinking how you will get the most out of
it. You have to go out of your way to supplement your studies, even if you will receive no
credit for it. The disadvantage of such a major is this : it's not standard because the
school simply doesn't teach the topic. It may teach adjacent and relevant topics but not
the topic itself. Thus you are at an academic disadvantage. The advantage is this: you are
removed from the chains that bind the average student. You don't have to deal with the
pointless bureaucracy that builds up in standardized programs (needless busy work, and
having to be taught in a manner that doesn't mesh well with your specific skills as a
student, etc.) You are free to learn in a manner that suits you, and to learn a topic that
genuinely inspires you and sets you up to occupy a niche other Hendrix students cannot.
How should we change the INTE major
program?

I don't really have any suggestions . I thnk the program works rather well.
The program is great, I honestly can't think of a way it needs to be changed.
I love the self-design process, and don’t really think it needs to be changed.
More capstone support -- maybe having an INTE thesis seminar for students working in
similar domains (e.g. social sciences)? I don't know how varied the capstone projects are,
but I think it would be good for INTE students writing a thesis to have more support.
I honestly have no idea. Maybe make somewhat more standard and accesible format for
interdisciplinary students looking to supplement their studies by taking classes outside of
Hendrix (like, say, audting a UCA class)?

Faculty
Comments
Are you satisfied with the level of depth in the
My contact with the student on this was pretty early on and limited.
body of knowledge realized by your INTE
major/student?
We do not have enough courses in the field to adequately cover the topic.
We do not have enough courses in the field to adequately cover the topic.
We do not have enough courses in the field to adequately cover the topic.
The student pulled classes from three departments that seemed relevant. The downside,
of course, was the lack of coherence between the classes. We might have done a better
job helping the student make connections between classes.

Student and Advisor Survey of 2010-11 and 2011-12 INTE Majors
Unlike some of the other independent studies I have been on , I don't feel like I had
much of an idea wherethe student ended up. I believe the student was off-campus in the
fall, and I did not interact with the student or see the student's thesis in the spring.
This
was a problem area. It was not clear to me or the student exactly what
Are you satisfied with exposure to the
methodologies were relevant to his interests. In fact, his major was really a throwing
methodologies in the field of your INTE
together
of courses, rather than a coherent program of study.
major/student?
The capstone was not what I had expected, at all, but it was a good experience for the
Did your senior capstone experience have the student. So, while the capstone, designed by the student and the main advisor, did not
outcomes you expected--was it successful?
provide the kind of closure to the interdisciplinary studies as I had expected it to, it was
a very nice and useful experience for the student. I do think it was successful.
Yes and No. The student had a very intensive research experience. The student learned a
good deal of information on imaging that the student could never get here on our
campus and the student made valuable contacts for the future. However, the senior
capstone presentation and paper were below what I would expect
I think the student had a good reseach experience, but it was not on a topic that the
student actually wanted to research, but instead it was easy to stay here and work on a
project with a faculty member in the area. So it is not likely that the student learned a lot
that will move the student forward in a career. The senior capstone paper was a first draft
of a very cursory pass at a huge literature pool on a topic unrelated to the actual research.
Are your satisfied that your student was
successful in meeting the goals of the INTE
major?

Partially. There was a clear failure of theory and method in this major, and the Writing 2
credit came too late (with the capstone, for various reasons). The student did not
develop an adequate writing style
Yes. As more students of this generation decide to create their own interdisciplinary
majors, and as more of those majors are offered at this school, I believe our college
would greatly benefit from implementing the suggestions outlined in this year's Center
for Interdisciplinary Pedagogy and Inquiry proposal.
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The student as much as told me that the student couldn’t get an “A” out of any of my
courses so the student crafted a major to allow something very close to the regular major
but avoid more coursework with me. I’m serious. We did disagree aboutthe curriculum. I
thought the student should have taken two particular courses very close to her INTE
majo. The student avoided both. The student was a good student. But the student was
just good. The student never pushed to go the extra mile, in my mind. And that’s my
worry about the INTE route – that students take it in order to take the elevator rather
than the stairs. I suppose I could have refused to sign off on the major from the
beginning, but at the time I wasn’t willing to be that much of a grouch. I think I’ll be a
little more cautious in the future.
I think so. But, this was incredibly hard to assess because I felt like the advising she got
in one department was not good. The student found out in her senior year that the
classes had taken in that department would not be enough to a certification, despite being
told by department faculty that the student would get certified. I felt like we were
constantly working her schedule around the student's other classes, and it ultimately
didn't work out that well.
Do you have any advice for how to enhance or
I do think it's crucial that the advisor(s) have more input into the capstone experience.
change the INTE program?
Make sure a specific assessment system is clearly identified and defined.
My only advice is that only the most self motivated and talented students should be
undertake an INTE major. This student was an exceptional student.
More communication between the various professors who are involved in the program
This one needed much better communication
I feel that students in INTE majors fall through the cracks with respect to their
educations and should be avoided if possible.
Only that the student was a perfect candidate for a major of this type. Not every student
is as self-motivated and as self-directed as this student was. Beyond that, I have only
worked on a couple of these majors. I don't think that gives me enough experience to
develop an informed opinion about the structure of the program.
It worked very well for this student - largely thanks to the Oxford program - so I have no
suggestions currently.
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As a generic INTE program, it worked reasonably well for the student – though I think
the student would have been better served with a department advisor. I think the
department faculty generally never really realized how much of a treasure they had in this
student, and an advisor might have helped them to recognize that. (Because of
department size, this student didn’t risk getting lost with us.) As a particular program in
this discipline, I suspect another student pursuing the same basic plan might need to
prune the rather ambitious set of courses a bit. I actually winnowed the original plan
dramatically, reasoning that while the student could in fact complete all the courses, it was
far beyond the minimum number of courses that should be required for a major, and it
would not work as a model for many other students. Actually, it might be helpful if the
INTE guidelines state an explicit maximum number of courses that can be required for a
major (not just a minimum). Based on BCMB and Chemical Physics, 14 seems useful as a
maximum.
More guidelines and open discussions with junior faculty about these majors would be
useul. I was approached about many of these in my first two years, and I said yes to ones
I would NEVER agree to now. I worry about these majors rigorousness, but I am not
sure how to make them better. I also have concerns that these majors that are not true
fields of study recognized by other schools can hurt students' chances on the job market
and in possible graduate study. I know they are attractive to students, but I wish that we
had stringent guidelines to make these stronger academically, and help faculty turn down
those students who ask to do these as a way to avoid classes or professors perceived as
"hard" or "boring" (students actually say these things about why they want to do these
sometimes). I don't think that was this student's reason for this, but it has been for others.
I think there are good reasons for the construction of disciplinary majors, and in
comparison these tend to be more hodge-podge.
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The three professors that are on their committee have as their first priority graduating the
majors in their department. The students subsequently do not have the little things that
can help them get the best out of their education like clubs, and group advising
experiences, and e-mails from the chair of their department. They do no have the careful
consideration of many experts (a whole department of folks) instead they have the
partial attention of three folks that most closely (but often only loosely) fit their major.
They have no graded asignments leading up to the completion of the their final paper
and presentation so even with encouragement from me to start early, work thorougly, and
turn in multiple drafts all I have ever seen come out of these capstone experiences are
first drafts of papers I am certain have been composed in a few weeks at best.
Should these proposals go through some faculty committee for approval, say the CC?

