HENDRIX

PROPOSED COURSE ADDITION OR REVISION
Deadline for Area approval: 21 October 2011

Proposer: Michael Sprunger Date: 9/21/2011
Department/Program: History Area: Social Sciences
Check appropriate boxes:
[_] New permanent course [[] New temporary course
[] Replaces existing course: [X] Make temporary course permanent

[] Change to existing course: [ Eliminate a course

Proposal — one sentence summary:
I propose making HIST 291, a course on the origins, experiences, and legacies of Japan's war in Asia and
the Pacific (1931-1945), a permanent course.

Proposed subject code(s) (indicate both if cross-listing): HIST

Proposed course # or level: 200

Proposed course title: Japan's Pacific War

Proposed course catalog copy:
This course examines the origins, experiences, and legacies of Japan's fifteen year war in Asia and the
Pacific, known in Japan as the Pacific War (1931-1945). Drawing from a variety of sources and historical
approaches, we will seek to understand the causes, immediate consequences, and lasting effects of this
devastating conflict, which saw the death and dislocation of millions of people across two continents, and
which continues to stir emotions in East Asia and around the world to this day. Important topics will
include imperialism, racism, war atrocies and war crimes trials, the Cold War, and war memory.
Throughout the course, we will make an effort to view the war both as a global conflict and as a personal

experience.
Prerequisites/co-requisites and/or recommended prior courses, as listed in catalog copy:

none
How will the proposed revision affect any catalog lists of options for majors or minors?

Rationale for course within departmental and collegiate context and based on assessment results:
Student interest in this topic is evidenced by strong enrollment for this course in Spring 2012 as well as
other history courses with similar themes, such as Race, Memory, and the American Civil War and The
Iraq War. With its coverage of the Pacific Theater of World War 11, it may also be of interest to students in

American Studies, International Relations, and Politics.
Proposed general education code(s) (check all that apply):
[JEA XIHP [JLS [JNS [JNs-L [1sB [JvA [OQS [wW1 [JFL [Curriculum Committee]

[JCW [CW Committee] [1 W2 [Writing Across the Curriculum Committee]

Proposed Odyssey code(s) (check all that apply):
[JAC [JGA [JPL [JSW [JUR [JSP [CEL Committee/Curriculum Committee]

For each of the checked general education or Odyssey codes, describe how the course fulfills the published
criteria (see the Catalog, pages 18-23 or the Odyssey Program Guide, pages 10-16):
This course examines both the historical origins of this war and evolving perspectives on various aspects of
it in the years since it ended.
Justification for cross-listing:
How often will the course be offered? every 2-3 years
Who will teach the course? Sprunger

Equipment, supply, and bibliographic requirements (items and cost): none
Will the above items be covered by a present budget? [] Yes [CINo

Approval Chain (type name and date of approval)



Department chair: Deb Skok, 10/7/11
Area chair: Allison K. Shutt, 10/12/11





