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Assessment Plan
•

Is there an assessment plan for your department, program, or
general education component? (It should be on the web at
http://www.hendrix.edu/academics/academics.aspx?id=7264. If not, provide a
timeline that will produce a plan by the end of the next academic
year.)

The Web page needs to be updated to reflect our new plan. In Fall
2008, we discussed and adopted two assessment plans – one for
mathematics, another for computer science. We revised these because
we saw that the older goals were not specific enough to allow effective
assessment, and because the assessment techniques outlined were
not representative of what we were doing.
•

Does the assessment plan include stated student learning goals?
(Goals should be able to stand alone as a list without pages of
explanatory commentary. If not, provide a timeline that will
produce goals by the end of the next academic year.)

Yes.
•

Does the assessment plan include a list of assessment data that
are collected each year? (Assessment data lists should be able
to stand alone as a list without pages of explanatory
commentary. If not, provide a timeline that will produce a list by
the end of the next academic year. You do not need to submit
any of your data, but it should be on file in your department.)

Yes.
•

Has your department or program done an assessment audit of
your courses to determine how course goals match overall
student learning goals? (This has not been required of

departments, but it is a recommended exercise. If you have
done this, please report the results.)
Not in written form yet, though we wrote the goals while thinking about
course goals fit into them. As part of our self-evaluation for the
program review, which we will be composing during the summer and
fall, we will be writing this down more explicitly.
•

Are student learning goals available to students? Are student
learning goals included in course syllabi in your department or
program?

Yes, the department learning goals are available through the Web
page. Most syllabi include some learning goals. The computer science
syllabi tend to include formal, bulleted lists of goals, while the
mathematics syllabi tend to be more informal.
Student Assessments
•

Describe which direct assessments in your assessment plan have
been collected for the year and which have not. [“Direct” refers
to evaluated student work.]

We have a rubric that we use to assess (not grade) each senior project,
and we have continued to use this. We have also recorded each
research publication or conference presentation.
•

Describe which indirect assessments in your assessment plan
have been collected for the year and which have not. [“Indirect”
refers to student surveys or opinions.]

We have invited each graduating senior to do an exit interview, and
most respond. This year, we will have completed such interviews for 12
of 13 graduating seniors.
Assessment Planning
•

How is information about student learning shared and used for
department, program, or general education component decision
making? (Each unit is to have discussions of at least two hours
each academic year to discuss assessment. If you have met,
briefly summarize the meeting. If you have not met, when do
you plan to meet?)

We have spent ample time this year in composing new assessment
plans, but we have not performed much review of our assessment
results. We will be meeting more formally in the fall as part of our selfevaluation process for program review.
•

Describe any curricular or other programmatic changes that
have been made that were based (at least in part) on the
availability of your assessment data.

In the Spring 2008 exit interviews, we learned that the Linux Lab
(MCRey 314) was often quite loud, making it difficult to use the
laboratory for assignments. To accommodate this, we moved three
computers from this lab into a smaller room (MCRey 316), so that
students seeking a quieter environment could work there instead.
•

Describe any changes in the Assessment Plan that have been
made during this academic year. (If changes have been made,
please submit an electronic copy of the revised plan to Amanda
Hurd.)

The assessment plans have been completely revised, and an electronic
copy of the revised plan is atached.
•

What are the plans for improving student learning in your unit?

As part of our self-assessment, we plan to analyze the results of our
previous assessment data collection and discuss their implications.
•

Report on this year’s action item for your unit.

We have successfully revised our assessment plan, separating it into
two documents, one for each program. Our capstone project
requirement is continually under review, but we have not modified it
substantially yet.
•

Define at least one action item for your unit that will be a goal of
your assessment discussions next year?

As part of our program review, we will document explicitly how our
major requirements mesh with our revised learning goals. We will also
discuss what actions we will take based on lessons learned from the
program review process.

