General Education Requirements Assessment
Annual Assessment Plan Report
Academic Year: _2007-08____________
General Education Unit: __Learning Domains___
Chair: _Peggy Morrison_____________________
Assessment Plan
•

Is there an assessment plan for your general education unit? (It should be on the
web at http://www.hendrix.edu/academics/academics.aspx?id=7264. If not, explain when one will be
completed.)
No, but this one may be put up at any time.

•

Does the assessment plan include stated student learning goals? (If so, then copy or
attach them. Goals should be able to stand alone as a list without pages of
explanatory commentary. If not, explain when a list of student learning goals will be
available.)
Yes (attached).

•

Does the assessment plan include a list of assessment data that are collected each
year? (If so, then copy or attach the list. Assessment data lists should be able to
stand alone as a list without pages of explanatory commentary. If not, explain when
a list of assessments will be available. You do not need to submit any of your data,
but it should be on file in your department.)
Yes (attached form)

•

Has your general education unit done an assessment audit of your courses to
determine how course goals match overall student learning goals? (This has not
been required of departments, but it is a recommended exercise that was explained at
the most recent chairs’ assessment workshop. If you have done this, please report
the results.)
Not yet. The HP domain will be assessed in academic year 2008-09.

•

Are general education learning goals available to students? Are student learning
goals included in course syllabi in your general education unit?
Not quite applicable, but the need will be addressed in the upcoming year.

Student Assessments
•

Describe which direct assessments in your assessment plan have been collected for
the year and which have not. [“Direct” refers to evaluated student work.]
The form to be used in the next academic year for HP-coded classes is attached.

•

Describe which indirect assessments in your assessment plan have been collected for
the year and which have not. [“Indirect” refers to student surveys or opinions.]
The NSSE assessment may be usable for some of the learning domains.

Assessment Planning
•

How is information about student learning shared and used for general education
unit decision making? (Each general education unit is expected to have discussions
of at least two hours each academic year to discuss assessment. If you have met,
briefly summarize the meeting. If you have not met, when do you plan to meet?)
The first such meeting will take place in the Fall of 2009 (see attached plan)

•

Describe any curricular or other programmatic changes that have been made that
were based (at least in part) on the availability of your assessment data.
None so far.

•

Describe any changes in the Assessment Plan that have been made during this
academic year. (If changes have been made, please submit an electronic copy of the
revised plan to Amanda Hurd.)
The plan is new for the upcoming academic year.

•

What are the general education unit’s plans for improving student learning?
None so far. There are discussions of “renewing” domain codes, but data is needed
first.

HP Learning Goals and Assessment Plan
Goals:
•
•
•

Students will be able to relate a chronological sequence of the appropriate
subject matter.
Students will analyze how and why cultures and societies have changed over
time.
Students will examine contemporary issues in the light of historical
perspectives.

Assessment plan:
• Every three years all instructors of HP-coded classes will be asked to fill out
the form for one class in each semester of the assessment year, resulting in a
maximum of two forms for each faculty member.
• The forms will be gathered by the Curriculum Committee (or another
assessment body that may come to exist in the future) in the Spring of the
evaluation year. In the early Fall of the following year, the Curriculum
Committee will cumulate all of the responses into a summary sheet describing
the overall assessment of all of the selected courses.
• The Curriculum Committee will invite all instructors of all HP-coded classes
to a discussion of the overall assessment and will write a report on that
discussion.
The subject of the “renewal” of domain coding will be revisited when more data is
available.
The remaining learning domains and the QS capacity will need to be addressed in a
similar fashion in the upcoming year(s).

Draft Text of Direct Assessment Instrument for HP-Coded Classes
Course Number and Title:
Semester/Date:
Number of Students in Class:
Instructor:
Rubrics: rank each of the learner outcomes using the following rankings:
Strong (STR) = outstanding performance in course; exceeds expectations of course performance
Satisfactory (SAT) = performance that meets the expected level for the course
Needs Growth (NG) = some need for improvement, although overall performance meets expected level for
the course
Unsatisfactory (UNSAT) = overall performance not acceptable for the course

STR

SAT

NG

UNSAT

NA

Learner Outcomes
1. Students are able to relate a
chronological sequence of the subject
matter.
2. Students are able to identify evidence
that demonstrates change over time.
3. Students can identify historical
antecedents to contemporary issues.
4. Students demonstrate a basic
understanding of how single or multiple
cultures change overtime.
5. Students are able to analyze the
significance of those changes.

Descriptive Evidence of Performance: Please check all data used to complete this
form. Fell free to add to the list. Multiple measures must be used.
____Grades ____Papers ____Presentations
Other (please list):

____Exams

