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Assessment Plan
•

Is there an assessment plan for your department or program? (It should be on the
web at http://www.hendrix.edu/academics/academics.aspx?id=7264. If not, explain when one will be
completed.)
Yes. It is on file.

•

Does the assessment plan include stated student learning goals? (If so, then copy or
attach them. Goals should be able to stand alone as a list without pages of
explanatory commentary. If not, explain when a list of student learning goals will be
available.)
I believe that specific goals are included in the report; however, they are
under study for future revisions. We will have department meetings during
2008-09 to assess the appropriateness of the goals, given the current
assessment atmosphere. Our self-evaluation will also occur at that time.

•

Does the assessment plan include a list of assessment data that are collected each
year? (If so, then copy or attach the list. Assessment data lists should be able to
stand alone as a list without pages of explanatory commentary. If not, explain when
a list of assessments will be available. You do not need to submit any of your data,
but it should be on file in your department.)
Yes

•

Has your department or program done an assessment audit of your courses to
determine how course goals match overall student learning goals? (This has not
been required of departments, but it is a recommended exercise that was explained at
the most recent chairs’ assessment workshop. If you have done this, please report
the results.)
We believe that we have a good grasp of overall learning goals; we will
study this during the aforementioned meetings during 2008-09 and report
the results in next year’s report.

•

Are department or program student learning goals available to students? Are student
learning goals included in course syllabi in your department or program?

Yes to the first question. In the past, we have not always put goals on
syllabi. We will examine the wisdom of such during our meetings in 200809.
Student Assessments
•

Describe which direct assessments in your assessment plan have been collected for
the year and which have not. [“Direct” refers to evaluated student work.]
Each language has a different method, but in general this includes
randomly saved quizzes, exams, papers, video records of student reports,
and other evidence that reflect students’ having reached the goals for the
course.

•

Describe which indirect assessments in your assessment plan have been collected for
the year and which have not. [“Indirect” refers to student surveys or opinions.]
Each course does student evaluations that are used in assessing the
effectiveness, from a student perspective, of the course and its goals.

Assessment Planning
•

How is information about student learning shared and used for department or
program decision making? (Each department and program is expected to have
discussions of at least two hours each academic year to discuss assessment. If you
have met, briefly summarize the meeting. If you have not met, when do you plan to
meet?)
Generally speaking, each language deals with its own issues. However,
during regular department meetings, discussions include addressing
assessment issues, and each language’s faculty deal with the overall
evidence in order to make changes that will improve the quality of the
courses taught. Reminders to deal with assessment issues have emerged
in meetings of the department throughout the year.

•

Describe any curricular or other programmatic changes that have been made that
were based (at least in part) on the availability of your assessment data.
Some courses’ contents have been altered as a result of the examinations of direct
and indirect evaluations. These can include alteration in the selection of reading
materials, videos or films, and other data in upper-level courses, and a view of the
pace and appropriateness of extra materials used with the textbook for first-year
classes.
None to report.
Describe any changes in the Assessment Plan that have been made during this
academic year. (If changes have been made, please submit an electronic copy of the
revised plan to Amanda Hurd.)
None this year.
What are the department or program’s plans for improving student learning in the
major?

•

•

Improvement is a relative term. We are doing an effective job in reaching
our goals with the students. We make changes that can address the
preferences and working styles of the current generation of students, as
well as dealing with small issues concerning the content of courses to
make each more effective. Individual faculty members do this on a regular
basis with each of his or her courses, and each teacher communicates
with other faculty in each individual language, if there is more than one
faculty member teaching it, as a means of coordinating the efforts to teach
that language effectively.

