Film Studies Assessment Plan
(created Spring 2010)
Film Studies Catalog Description
The film studies program provides students the opportunity to study the formal
components of cinema (e.g. narrative, cinematography, editing, mise-en-scene, and
sound) within aesthetic, ethical, cultural, socio-political, and historical contexts. Within
these frameworks, study of film enhances not only students’ perceptual sensitivity to the
cinematic medium but also their analytical sophistication regarding cinema’s changing
role in the world.
Film Studies Learning Goals
• To learn about the formal components of cinema (narrative, cinematography,
editing, mise-en-scene, sound)
• To situate these formal components of cinema within aesthetic, cultural, sociopolitical, and historical contexts (in other words, students will be sensitive to how
films and audiences make meanings)
• To enhance students’ perceptual sensitivity to the cinematic medium (such that
students see/hear a film with keener attention)
• To increase students’ analytical sophistication (in oral and written expression)
regarding cinema’s changing role in the world
Direct Assessments
For ENGF 269 (Introduction to Film Studies), the instructor will collect three papers
from the semester’s first assignment (one “A” paper, one “B” paper, and one “C” paper).
At the semester’s end, the instructor will likewise collect three final film papers.
Particularly for the introductory course, this comparison between the beginning and end
of the semester will illustrate how students learn not only to identify cinematic details but
also to write cohesive arguments built from such cinematic evidence; in other words,
students ideally will gain cinematic literacy at this level.
For advanced Film Studies courses, instructors will collect two final papers that best
exemplify the caliber of work produced at this level. We will be able to compare the
advanced papers (which will, as the learning goals suggest, situate formal analyses within
broader contexts) with the introductory film papers (which primarily focus on film style
and form).
Indirect Assessments
We will conduct exit interviews with graduating Film Studies minors and English/Film
majors. We will keep and discuss course evaluations for ENGF and FILM classes. Each
instructor will be responsible for distributing and saving his/her own course evaluations.
Assessment Planning
Each year, the affiliated Film Studies faculty will meet to discuss assessment.

