Departmental and Program Assessment
Annual Assessment Plan Report
Academic Year: __________2008-2009____
Academic Unit: ________Film Studies Program__________________________________
Chair: __________Kristi McKim__________________________
Assessment Plan
•

Is there an assessment plan for your department, program, or general education
component? (It should be on the web at
http://www.hendrix.edu/academics/academics.aspx?id=7264. If not, provide a
timeline that will produce a plan by the end of the next academic year.)
No.
Given that 2008-9 is the first year in which we’ve had a tenure-track Film
Studies position, the year has primarily included program assessment (what
do we need/want from this program?) and informal student assessment
(what do students need/want from the program?).
In response to these questions, we’ve added four new permanent courses to
the catalog (Scriptwriting, Film Theory, Non-Fiction Film, and Literary and
Cinematic Adaptations). The program recommends that these and all Film
Studies courses a) include learning goals in their course syllabi, and b) that
these learning goals be drawn from our program description in the Hendrix
catalog. In order to reflect these recent curricular developments, we’ve
changed the catalog description to the following:
The film studies program provides students the opportunity to study
the formal components of cinema (e.g. narrative, cinematography,
editing, mise-en-scene, and sound) within aesthetic, ethical, cultural,
socio-political, and historical contexts. Within these frameworks,
study of film enhances not only students’ perceptual sensitivity to the
cinematic medium but also their analytical sophistication regarding
cinema’s changing role in the world.
With this curricular expansion and revised program description in place, we
feel better prepared to write and submit an assessment plan for the 20092010 school year. Such a plan will be in place by the end of the Fall 2009
semester.
We anticipate direct assessments to include a) papers from the semester’s
beginning, middle, and end of the Introduction to Film Studies class (so as to
illustrate students’ progress in both written expression and cinematic
analysis); b) students’ final papers in the advanced film classes, so as to

illustrate the caliber of work produced at this level (and also as a point of
comparison with the introductory classes).
We anticipate indirect assessments to include a) student evaluations of the
courses, b) surveys for students in all film studies classes, and c) exit
interviews with graduating seniors.
We will further discuss and formalize these plans at our program meetings
early in the fall semester.
•

Does the assessment plan include stated student learning goals? (Goals should be
able to stand alone as a list without pages of explanatory commentary. If not,
provide a timeline that will produce goals by the end of the next academic year.)

•

Does the assessment plan include a list of assessment data that are collected each
year? (Assessment data lists should be able to stand alone as a list without pages of
explanatory commentary. If not, provide a timeline that will produce a list by the
end of the next academic year. You do not need to submit any of your data, but it
should be on file in your department.)

•

Has your department or program done an assessment audit of your courses to
determine how course goals match overall student learning goals? (This has not
been required of departments, but it is a recommended exercise. If you have done
this, please report the results.)

•

Are student learning goals available to students? Are student learning goals included
in course syllabi in your department or program?

Student Assessments
•

Describe which direct assessments in your assessment plan have been collected for
the year and which have not. [“Direct” refers to evaluated student work.]

•

Describe which indirect assessments in your assessment plan have been collected for
the year and which have not. [“Indirect” refers to student surveys or opinions.]

Assessment Planning
•

How is information about student learning shared and used for department,
program, or general education component decision making? (Each unit is to have
discussions of at least two hours each academic year to discuss assessment. If you
have met, briefly summarize the meeting. If you have not met, when do you plan to
meet?)

•

Describe any curricular or other programmatic changes that have been made that
were based (at least in part) on the availability of your assessment data.

•

Describe any changes in the Assessment Plan that have been made during this
academic year. (If changes have been made, please submit an electronic copy of the
revised plan to Amanda Hurd.)

•

What are the plans for improving student learning in your unit?

•

Report on this year’s action item for your unit.

•

Define at least one action item for your unit that will be a goal of your assessment
discussions next year?

