Departmental and Program Assessment
Annual Assessment Plan Report
Academic Year: _2007-2008____________
Academic Department or Program:
___English_______________________________________
Chair: __Charles Chappell__________________________________
Assessment Plan
•

Is there an assessment plan for your department or program? (It should be on the
web at http://www.hendrix.edu/academics/academics.aspx?id=7264. If not, explain when one will be
completed.)
Yes

•

Does the assessment plan include stated student learning goals? (If so, then copy or
attach them. Goals should be able to stand alone as a list without pages of
explanatory commentary. If not, explain when a list of student learning goals will be
available.)
Yes

•

Does the assessment plan include a list of assessment data that are collected each
year? (If so, then copy or attach the list. Assessment data lists should be able to
stand alone as a list without pages of explanatory commentary. If not, explain when
a list of assessments will be available. You do not need to submit any of your data,
but it should be on file in your department.)
Yes. The list appears in our assessment plan.

•

Has your department or program done an assessment audit of your courses to
determine how course goals match overall student learning goals? (This has not
been required of departments, but it is a recommended exercise that was explained at
the most recent chairs’ assessment workshop. If you have done this, please report
the results.)
Two such assessment audits have been started, with English 110 and
English 497.

•

Are department or program student learning goals available to students? Are student
learning goals included in course syllabi in your department or program?

Each member of the Department lists the objectives of all of her or
his courses on each syllabus. All of our syllabi are kept on file in our
individual faculty offices and are available for inspection.

Student Assessments
•

Describe which direct assessments in your assessment plan have been collected for
the year and which have not. [“Direct” refers to evaluated student work.]
Members of our Department retain various copies of graded student essays
and graded student examinations.

•

Describe which indirect assessments in your assessment plan have been collected for
the year and which have not. [“Indirect” refers to student surveys or opinions.]
All members of our Department collect evaluations from all students (those
who choose to fill them out) in all of our courses. The completed evaluation
forms are then kept in the offices of the faculty. The professor responsible
for our Capstone Experience course, Senior Thesis Seminar, circulates and
collects a detailed survey from each senior English major enrolled in the
Seminar. This survey asks for constructive commentary concerning the
curricular experiences of all senior English majors.

Assessment Planning
•

How is information about student learning shared and used for department or
program decision making? (Each department and program is expected to have
discussions of at least two hours each academic year to discuss assessment. If you
have met, briefly summarize the meeting. If you have not met, when do you plan to
meet?)
We held a two-day retreat in August of 2007 and another retreat lasting a full
day in May of 2008 , at both of which we discussed at great length ways in
which we could improve our courses in writing and in literary study.

•

Describe any curricular or other programmatic changes that have been made that
were based (at least in part) on the availability of your assessment data.
Dr. Alex Vernon changed the schedule for the Senior Seminar so that the
senior theses became coherent and cogent at earlier times in the semester.

We also added a course in literary theory to the options available in one
requirement for the major in English.
•

Describe any changes in the Assessment Plan that have been made during this
academic year. (If changes have been made, please submit an electronic copy of the
revised plan to Amanda Hurd.)
None have been made.

•

What are the department or program’s plans for improving student learning in the
major?
We are beginning a revision of our structure of the courses offered for the
fulfillment of the collegiate literary studies requirement (LS), with the goal of
making the requirement more explicit, efficient, and effective.

